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3n  tije  (Supreme  &mt  of  tlje  ltnitei>  <&tam. 


To    THE    HONORABLE     JOHN     JAY,     ESQUIRE,    CHIEF     JUSTICE, 

and  his   ASSOCIATES,    JUDGES  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 

United  States,  sitting  in  Chancery. 

HUMBLY  complaining  fhew  unto  your  Honors  your  Orators,  William  Grayfon,  and  Charles 
Grayfon,  George  Graylbn  and  Hebe  Grayfon  by  their  next  friend  the  faid  William  Grayfon, 
Levi  Hollingfvvorth,  Simon  Nathan,  Ifaac  Wharton,  Richard  Wharton,  John  Todd  the  younger, 
and  James  Todd,  Sarah  Trent,  Samuel  and  Anne  Raymond,  Nathan  and  Mary  Beeks  and  John 
Trent,  Frances  Reed,  John  and  Elizabeth  Andrews,  Ifabella  M'Intire,  William  and  Anne  Irwin, 
George  and  Mary  Thorn pfon,  Thomas  and  Martha  Duncan,  Catharine  Callender,  and  Robert  Cal- 
lender  by  William  Irwin  his  next  friend,  David  Franks,  Jofeph  Simons,  Levy  Andrew  Levy, 
Thomas  Smallman,  George  William  Prevoft,  Auguftine  Prevoft  the  younger,  and  James  Prevoft, 
Henry  Prevoft,  Louifa  Prevoft,Charlotte  Prevoft  and  Sufanna  Prevoft  by  Auguftine  Prevoft  their 
next  friend,  Edward  Pennington,  Robert  Morris,  Jofeph  Galloway  and  William  Pollard,  Samuel 
Wharton,  adminiftrator  of  John  Welch,  deceafed,  Margaret  Welch,  John  Welch,  Jared  or 
Gerard  Welch,  Jofeph  Welch,  Abraham  and  Anne  Morrow,  James  and  Mary  Prange  and 
Margaret  Sturdivan,  Edmund  Moran,  Evan  Shelby,  Samuel  Poftletfewaite,  John  Gibfon, 
Edward  Cole  ;  the  heirs  of  Dennis  Croghan,  whofe  names  are  at  prefent  unknown  to  the  reft 
of  your  Orators,  who  therefore  gray  for  leave  to  amend  their  bill  by  adding  the  names  of  the 
heirs  of  the  faid  Dennis  Croghan,  as  foon  as  it  is  in  their  power  fo  to  do ;  Catharine  Thompfon, 
George  Thompfon,  Robert  Thompfon,  William  Thompfon,  George  and  Mary  Read,  Galbraith 
and  Ghtharine  Patterfon,  Juliana  Thompfon  and  Elizabeth  Thompfon,  Richard  Neave,  John 
Dundas,  Burnet  Dundas  by  Henry  Pratt  his  next  friend,  Anna  Dundas,  Henry  and  Elizabeth 
Pratt,  Frederic  William  and  Mary  Starman,  and  Sarah  Eliza  Scriba  by  her  next  friend  George 
Scriba,  William  Floyd,  John  Stephen  Guenet,  Jofeph  Jacques  de  Pionerie,  William  Edgar, 
William  Temple  Franklin,  Jofeph  Galloway,  Owen  and  Mary  Jones,  and  William  Fifher,  by 
his  next  friend  James  Coles  Fifher,  Tench  Coxe,  George  Morgan,  Thomas  Payne  and  James 
Wilfon — That  when  the  continent  of  North-America  was  difcovered  by  European  navigators, 
it  was  in  pofteflion  of  many  different  nations  of  Indians,  who  had  owned  and  inhabited  the  fame, 
from  a  time  to  which  neither  tradition  nor  hiftory  extend — That  the  numerous  adventurers  who 
were  encouraged  by  their  fbvereigns,  and  induced  by  various  motives  to  migrate  from  Europe  to 
the  faid  continent,  were  received  by  the  faid  nations  of  Indians,  in  moft  inftances,  in  a  friendly 
manner,  and  large  tracts  of  land  were  from  time  to  time  ceded  to  them  to  plant  and  enjoy — That 
although  in  fome  inftances  it  was  deemed  lawful  to  take  porTeffion,  by  force,  of  the  lands  of  the 
natives,  under  the  pretence  of  converting  them  from  their  idolatrous  opinions — yet  the  Sovereigns 
of  Europe  in  general,  and  particularly  the  Kings  of  England,  in  affuming  a  right  founded  on  the 
difcovery  of  regions  to  colonife  them  with  their  fubjeds,  did  not  difpute  or  deny  the  rights  of 
ownerlhip  in  thofe  who  were  found  in  poffefTion  of  them,  nor  extend  their  claims  further  than  to 
the  right  of  purchafing,  and  of  preventing  the  interference  of  other  European  nations  in  the  fame 
territories — That  it  was  only  in  relation  to  each  other,  that  the  right  of  difcovery  was  afferted  by- 
European  powers,  and  it  was  only  deemed  to  preclude  their  competitors  from  purchafing  of  the 
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natives,  the  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  difcovery — That  founded  on  the  difcoveries  of  John  and 
Sebaftian  Cabot  and  others,  the  right  of  the  Kings  of  England  was  deemed  to  include  the  North- 
American  continent  from  the  thirty-fecond  to  the  feventieth  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  to 
extend  weftward,  in  the  opinion  of  thofe  times,  to  the  South  Sea — That  under  different  Englifh 
monarchs,  charters  were  granted  of  lands  being  within  the  limits  aforefaid,  and  colonies  fent  out 
in  order  to  increafe  the  trade,  and  enlarge  the  empire  of  England — That  the  attempts  made  in 
the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  Queen  of  England,  to  fettle  colonies  in  this  country,  having  failed,  James 
the  Firft,  on  the  fixth  of  April,  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fix,  granted  a  patent  to  Sir  Thomas 
Gates  and  others,  permitting  them  to  fettle  and  inhabit  at  any  place  upon  the  coaft  of  Virginia, 
or  America,  between  thirty-four  and  forty-one  degrees  of  north  latitude,  and  granting  to  them 
and  to  fuch  others,  as  mould  join  them  in  eftablifhing  a  colony,  all  the  lands  for  the  fpace  of 
fifty  miles  each  way,  on  the  fea  coaft,  from  the  firft  feat  of  their  plantation,  and  fifty  miles 
direcflly  into  the  main  land — And  by  the  lame  patent,  Thomas  Hanham  and  others  received  a 
grant  of,  and  were  aiithorifed  to  fettle  and  inhabit,  a  tracf.  of  land  of  the  fame  fize,  and 
defcribed  in  the  fame  manner — That  the  names  of  the  firfl:  and  fecond  colonies  of  Virginia 
were  refpectively  appropriated  to  thefe  companies  of  adventurers,  the  whole  continent  of 
North-America  having,  in  honor  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  received  the  appellation  of  Virginia— 
That  in  the  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  nine,  another  patent  was  granted  by  the  fame 
King  to  Robert,  Earl  of  Salisbury,  and  a  number  of  others,  for  all  the  lands  in  that  part  of 
America,  called  Virginia,  from  the-  point  of  land  called  Gape  or  Point  Comfort,  all  along  the 
fea  coaft,  to  the  northward,  two  hundred  miles,  and  from  the  faid  Point  of  Cape  Comfort  all 
along  the  fea  coaft  to  the  fouthward  two  hundred  miles,  and  all  that  fpace  and  circuit  of  land  lying 
from  the  fea  coaft  of  the  precincft  aforefaid,  up  into  the  land  throughout  from  fea  to  fea,  weft  and 
north-weft — That  under  this  charter  and  grant  of  limits  fo  inaccurately  defcribed;  a  fettlement  took 
place,  which  did  not  extend  far  from  the  fea  coaft — That  in  the  year  one  thoufand  fix. hundred  and 
twenty-four,  by  a  judgment  obtained  in  a  Quo  Warranto,  or  by  fome  other  means,  this  charter 
was  feized  into  the  hands  of  King  James  the  firft,  or  was  voluntarily  furrendered  by  the  members 
thereof,  or  loft  by  Non  Ufer,.  whereby  its  legal  exiftence  was  deftroyed,  and  Virginia  ceafed  to 
be  a  proprietary  government;  and,  from  that  period  until  the  declaration  of  Independence,  was 
governed  under  the  immediate  authority  of  the  crown,  without  any  regard  to  the  wild  and  uncer- 
tain limits  contained  in  the  charter  of  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  nine — its  northern  and 
fouthern  boundaries  were  afterwards  fixed  and  afcertained  by  the  charters  of  Maryland,  and  the 
two  Carolinas  granted  in  the  years  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  thirty-two,  one  thoufand!  fix 
hundred  and  fixty-three,  and  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty-five;  but  fince  the  extinction 
of  the  faid  charter  of  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  nine,  its  weftern  boundaries  have  not  been 
defcribed  by  any  grant  or  charter  whatever.  The  fettlements  however  gradually  extended  from 
the  fea  coaft  into  the  country  weft  ward,  under  the  Governors  and  the  authority  of  the  Crown  of 
England  ;  but  that  the  indeterminate  extent,  under  the  charter  of  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
nine,  was  not  contemplated  by  the  inhabitants  themfelves,  is  evident  from  many  of  their  own 
acts  and  declarations. 

Your  Orators  further  fet  forth,  that  a  confiderable  traffic  was  carried  on  for  many  years,  by 
thofe  who  were  then  the  fubjecls  of  the  Crown  of  Great-Britain  with  the  Indians,  with  whom 
large  quantities  of  European  goods  were  annually  exchanged  for  furs  and  peltries,  the  produce 
of  their  hunting — That  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixty-three,  fome  of  the 
Indians  of  the  Shawanefe  and  other  Tribes,  violently  feized:  and  carried  off  the  property  of  your 
Orators,  and  thofe  under  whom  they  claim,  to  the  amount  of  eighty-five  thoufand  nine  hundred 

and 
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and  fixteen  pounds,  ten  {hillings  and  eight-pence,  New- York  currency — That  the  Indians  who 
committed  this  outrage,  belonged  to  Tribes  which  were  tributaries  to  the  Six  Nations,  to  whom 
application  was  made  for  redrefs — That  a  fenfe  of  juftice,  which  is  frequently  found  m  the  moil 
uncultivated  nations,  admitted  their  claim;  and  Sir  William  Johnfon,  on  behalf  of  the  fufFerers, 
had  the  fatisfadion  of  compleating  a  tranfadion,  which,  while  it  was  thought  to  compenfate  your 
Orators,  and  thofe  under  whom  they  claim,  for  the  full  amount  of  their  leffes,  has  unfortunately 
involved  them  in  difficulties  unforefeen,  and  excited  pretentions  till  then  unknown. — This  tranf- 
adion took  place  at  Fort  Stanwix,  in  one  thoufand  {even  hundred  and  fixty-eight,  where  a  num- 
ber of  Chiefs  of  the  feveral  Tribes  of  Mohawks,  Onondagoes,  Senecas,  Oneidas,  Cayugas, 
Tufcaroras,  'Shawanefe,  and  Delawares,  were  met  by  Sir  William  Johnfon,  the  Royal  Superin- 
tendant  of  Indian  Affairs,  by  the  Governor  and  Chief  Juftice  of  New-Jerfey,  and  by  the  Com- 
miflloners  for  Pennfylvania — That  on  this  occafion,  a  conveyance  was  made  by  them,  in  the 
prefence  of  many  refpedable  witnefles,  and  with  the  full  aflent  and  approbation  of  Thomas 
Walker,  by  whom  Virginia  was  reprefented,  to  George  the  third,  King  of  Great-Britain,  and  the 
•dominions  thereunto  belonging,  for  the  exprefs  ufe  and  behoofFof  William  Trent,  Robert  Callen- 
der,  David  Franks,  Jofeph  Simons,  Levy  Andrew  Levy,  Philip  Boyle,  John  Baynton,,  Samuel 
Wharton,  George  Morgan,  Jofeph  Spear,  Thomas  Smallman,  Samuel  Wharton,  administra- 
tor of  John  Welch,  deceafed,  Edmund  Moran,  Evan  Shelby,  Samuel  Poftlethwake,  John  Gib- 
fon,  Richard  Winfton,  Dennis  Croghan,  William  Thompfon,  Abraham  Mitchell,  James  Dun- 
das,  Thomas  Dundas  and  John  Ormiby;  a  copy  of  which  deed  is  hereunto  annexed,  marked 
with  the  letter  (A)  which  your  Orators  pray  may  be  taken  as  part  of  their  bill 

Thus  your  Orators,  David  Franks,  Samuel  Wharton,  George  Morgan,  Jofeph  Simons,  Levy 
Andrew  Levy,  Thomas  Smallman,  Samuel  Poftlethwa-ite,  Edmund  Moran,  Evan  Shelby,  and 
William  Trent,  Philip  Boyle,  John  Baynton,  Jofeph  Spear,  John  Gibfon,  Richard  Winfton, 
Dennis  Croghan,  William  Thompfon,  Robert  Callender,  Abraham  Mitchell,  James  Dundas, 
Thomas  Dundas  and  JohnOrmfby,  under  whom  the  reft  of  your  Orators  claim,  became  feized 
by  a  fufficient  conveyance  from  the  firft  occupants  and  actual  owners,  for  a  valuable  confideration, 
-•of  all  that  trad  of  land  in  the  faid  conveyance  mentioned  and  defcribed,  and  to  which  the  name 
«pf  Indiana  was  afterwards  given.  And  your  Orators  humbly  fubmit,  that  the  faid  grant  was 
good  and  valid  in  law,  and  more  efpecially  fo  in  equity,  without  any  fubfequent  confirmation  to 
-render  it  fo;  which  confirmation  is  unjuftly  contended  on  the  part  of  the  faid  Commonwealth  of 
Virginia  to  have  been  neceflary. 

Your  Orators  further  beg  leave  to  fuggeft,  that  at  the  time  this  deed  was  executed,  the  whole 
of  the  trad:  of  land  therein  mentioned  and  defcribed,  was  unfettled  and  unoccupied,  except  by 
the  Indians  belonging  to  the  tribes  who  made  the  faid  conveyance ;  nor  had  they  or  their 
anceftors  ever  made  any  previous  grant  or  conveyance  thereof,  and  that  it  was  not  known  or 
believed,  that  Virginia  laid  claim  to  it ;  nor  can  it  be  fuppoled,  that  the  commifiioner  from 
Virginia  would  have  fuffered  in  filence  a  conveyance  to  be  made  of  land,  to  which  that  province 
was  entitled,  and  ftill  lefs,  that  he  would  have  teftified  the  affent  of  Virginia  by  fobfcribing  his 
name  as  a  witnefs  thereto  ;  and  what  fliews  ftill  more  ftrongly  the  equity  of  your  Orators  cafe,  is, 
that  had  an  objedion  been  made  at  the  time,  they  migfrt,  without  difficulty,  have  had  another 
fpot  allotted  to  them,  and  thus  have  avoided  the  unfortunate  conteft  in  which  they  have  been 
involved— That  after  obtaining  this  deed,  fome  time  unavoidably  elapfed,  before  the  feveral 
perfons  interefted  could  be  notified,  the  proportions  to  which  they  were  refpedively  entitled 
adjufted,  and  proper  powers  of  attorney  obtained  from  thofe,  who  could  not  perfonally  attend ; 
and  it  was  not  until  the  twenty-firft  day  of  September,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 

and 
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and  feventy-five,  that  a  general  meeting  of  the  parties  took  place — That  information  was  then 
received,  that,  fince  the  faid  trafl  of  land  had  been  granted  to  them,  fome  perfons  had  intruded 
on  it,  and  formed  fettlements  thereon,  without  a  pretence  of  right — That  a  defire  to  exhibit 
that  moderate  and  reafonable  conduct,  to  which  you  Orators,  and  thofe  under  whom  they  claim, 
have  at  all  times  adhered,  induced  them  to  give  public  notice,  that  fuch  perfons  mould  be 
allured  of  peaceable  poffeffion,  on  the  terms  of  the  general  Land-office,  which  would  fhcrtly  be 
opened  for  the  fale  of  the  faid  lands — That  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  January, 
in   the  year  one   thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-fix,    deeds  of  leafe  and  releafe  were 
executed,  by  which  your  faid  Orators,  David  Franks,  Jofeph  Simons,    Le\y  Andrew  Levy, 
Samuel   Wharton,    George  Morgan,    Richard  Neave,  William  Edgar,  Jofeph  Galloway  and 
William  Trent,  Robert  Callender,  John  Chevalier,    Peter  Chevalier,  Jofeph  Bullock,  Peter 
Baynton,  Thomas  Wharton,  William  Franklin,  John  Ormfby,  William  Thompfon  and  Edward 
Cole,  under  whom,  or  fome  of  whom,  the  reft  of  your  Orators  claim,  conveyed  the  premifes 
in  fee  fimple  to  Richard  Bache,  Owen  Jones,  junior,   and  Ifaac  Wharton,  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  merchants,  upon  certain  trufts  and  to  certain  ufes,  for  the  benefit  of  your  Orators, 
and  thofe  under  whom  they  claim,  as  will  more  particularly  appear  from  the  infpedion  of  the 
deed  of  conveyance,  which  your  Orators  have  ready  to  produce  ;  and  to  which  for  the  fake  of 
brevity,  they  beg  leave  to  refer,  without  fetting  forth  the  fame  more  particularly — And  your 
Orators  further  fet  forth,  that  purfuant  to  the  powers  in  the  faid  deed  referved,  your  Orators 
David  Franks,  Jofeph  Simon,  Levy  Andrew  Levy,  Samuel  Wharton,  William  Edgar,  Richard 
Neave,  George  Morgan  and  Jofeph  Galloway,  and  alfo  William  Trent,  Robert  Callender,  John 
Chevalier,    Peter   Chevalier,    Jofeph  Bullock,    Peter  Baynton,    Thomas  Wharton,    William 
Franklin,    John   Ormfby,  William  Thompfon  and  Edward  Cole,    under  whom,  or  fome  of 
whom,  the  reft  of  your  Orators  claim,  on  the  twentieth  of  January,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  feventy-fix,  entered  into  mutual  covenants  and  agreements,  for  the  purpofe  of  regulating 
their  concerns  in  an  orderly  and  proper  manner,  as  will  more  particularly  appear  from  the 
infpe<frion  of  the  articles  thereof,  which  your  Orators  have  ready  to  produce,  and  to  which  they, 
for  the  fake  of  brevity,  beg  leave  to  refer,  without  fetting  forth  the  fame  more  particularly  ;  but 
your  Orators  have  hereunto  annexed  a  fchedule  marked  (B)  referred  to  in  the  laft  mentioned  deed, 
which  fets  forth  the  number  of  fliares,  to  which  the  faid  David  Franks,  Jofeph  Simon,  Levy 
Andrew  Levy,    John  Baynton,    Samuel  Wharton,    William  Edgar,  Richard  Neave,  George 
Morgan  and  Jofeph  Galloway,  and  alfo  William  Trent,  Robert  Callender,    John  Chevalier, 
Peter    Chevalier,  Jofeph  Bullock,    Peter   Baynton,    Thomas    Wharton,    William    Franklin, 

John    Ormfby,    William   Thompfon,     and    Edward    Cole,   were    refpe&ively    entitled 

And  on  the  twentieth  day  of  March,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-fix,  a 
general  meeting  took  place,  purfuant  to  the  forms  agreed  upon  as  aforefaid,  and  it  was  then  de- 
termined to  open  a  land-office,  for  the  fale  of  the  fr.id  tract  of  land,  as  was  before  promifed  to 
the  fettlers  upon  the  faid  tracl,  although  they  had  intruded  themfelves  thereon,  without  title  or 
pretence  of  title,  and  that  all  perfons  who,  before  the  firft  day  of  January,  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  feventy-fix,  had  manifefted  their  intention  of  fettling  any  part  of  the  faid  land  by  bona 
fide  improvements  made  thereon,  mould  be  entitled  to  a  warrant  for  a  tract  not  exceeding  four 
hundred  acres  refpectively,  including  fuch  improvements,  provided  application  mould  be  made  for 
the  fame,  before  the  firft  day  of  January,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-feven — 
That  the  fame  price  was  affixed  to  fuch  purchafes,  as  to  thofe  which  fhould  be  made  by  ftran- 
gers,  to  wit,  fifty  dollars,  or  the  value  thereof,  in  currrent  money  of  any  of  the  neighbouring 
colonies  for  one  hundred  acres,  including  an  allowance  of  fix  per  cent,  for  roads  and  highways 

without 
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without  any  quit-rent — That  your  Orator,  George  Morgan,  was  appointed  Secretary  and  Re- 
ceiver-General of  the  faid  Land-office,  as  appears  by  an  extract  from  the  faid  refolutions,  which  is 
hereunto  annexed  marked  (C)  which  your  Orators  pray  may  be  taken  as  part  of  their  bill — That 
on  the  firft  day  of  April,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-fix,  public  notice  was  given  bv 
advertifement,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto  annexed  marked  (D)  which  your  Orators  pray  may  be 
taken  as  part  of  their  bill — that  a  Land-office,  for  the  difpofal  of  the  faid  land,  would  be  opened 
on  the  premifes  on  the  firft.  day  of  the  month  of  May  then  next  enfuing,  to  continue  till  the  firft 
day  of  next  following  January — That  to  remove  any  apprehenfions,  which  ignorance  of  the  title 
might  induce,  information  was  at  the  fame  time  given,  that  your  Orator,  George  Morgan, 
would  exhibit  the  title  deeds  to  all  perfons  applying,  and  fumifh  them  with  attefted  copies  of 
the  Indian  grant  aforefaid. 

In  the  fpringofthe  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-fix  your  Orator,  George 
Morgan,  proceeded  to  the  River  Ohio,  in  order  to  effectuate  the  aforefaid  proportions: — but 
before  the  neceffary  fteps  could  be  taken,  and  before  any  application  was  made  to  him  for  purchafes, 
he  received  a  copy  of  the  following  refolution  paffed  in  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  Virginia. 

In  Convention  of  Virginia,  June  24,  1776, 

Whereas  divers  petitions  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Weftern  Frontiers  have  been  prefented  to 
this  Convention,  complaining  of  exorbitant  demands  made  on  them,  for  lands  claimed  by  perfons 
pretending  to  derive  titles  from  Indian  deeds  and  purchafes — Refolved,  that  all  perfons  actually 
fettled  on  any  of  the  faid  lands,  ought  to  hold  the  fame,  without  paying  any  pecuniary  or  other 
confideration  whatever,  to  any  private  perfon  or  perfons,  until  the  faid  petitions,  as  well  as  the 
validity  of  the  title  under  fuch  Indian  deeds  or  purchafes,  mail  have  been  confidered  and  deter- 
mined on  by  the  Legiflature  of  this  country— And  that  all  perfons,  who  are  now  actually  fettled  on 
any  unlocated  or  unappropriated  lands  in  Virginia,  to  which  there  is  no  other  juft  claim,  fhall 
have  the  pre-emption  or  preference  in  the  grants  of  fuch  lands — Refolved,  that  no  purchafes  of 
land  within  the  chartered  limits  of  Virginia,  mall  be  made  under  any  pretence  whatever,  from 
any  Indian  Tribe  or  Nation,  without  the  approbation  of  the  Legiflature. 

Signed  EDMUND  PENDLETON,    Prefident. 

That  to  your  Orator,  George  Morgan,  this  unexpected  and  unaccountable  interference  occafi- 
oned  great  furprife,  which  was  increafed  by  receiving  foon  afterwards  the  following  notice: 

Virginia,  Pittsburgh,  July  25,  1776. 
gIR  To  George  Morgan,  Efquire. 

We  are  appointed,  by  a  refolution  of  the  Convention  of  Virginia,  Commiffioners  to  colled 

and  take  the  evidence,  on  behalf  of  this  government,  againft  the  feveral  perfons  pretending  to 

claim  lands,  within  the  limits  thereof,  under  deeds  and  purchafes  from  the  Indians ;  and  are 

impowered  to  call  before  us  any  witnefs  or  witneffes,  at  fuch  times  and  places  as  we  fhall  appoint, 

giving  the  claimers  under  fuch  Indian  deeds  and  purchafes  reflectively,  his  or  their  agent  or 

agents,  at  leaft  twenty  days  notice  thereof  in  writing ;  and  alfo   to  attend  the  examination  of 

fuch  witneffes  as  fhall  be  produced  in  fupport  of  fuch  claims — And  being  informed,  that  you  are 

one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  grant  made  to  the  fuffering  traders  by  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians, 

and  agent  for  the  grantees,  We  do,  in  purfuance  of  the  above  mentioned  refolution,  hereby  give 

you  notice,  that  We  fhall  proceed  to  take  the  examination  of  fundry  witneffes  at  Pittfburgb,  on 

the  fecond  day  of  September  next,  relative  to  the  aforefaid  grant. 

Signed  JOHN  HARVIE, 

CHARLES  SIMMS, 

JAMES  WOOD, 

ABRAHAM  HITE. 
B  That 
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That  by  this  intervention  of  a  Commonwealth  fo  powerful  claiming  your  Orators  property  as 
their  own,  and  affuming  a  right  to  exercife  their  own  laws  and  authority  over  it,  your  Orators 
were  at  once  excluded  from  the  hope  of  deriving  the  expected  recompence  for  their  fufFerings, 
and  enjoying  the  benefit  of  the  compenfation  made  to  them  as  aforefaid — That  thofe  who  had 
thus  entered  into  pofleflion  of  different  parts  of  the  tract  in  queflion,  were  encouraged  to  refill 
the  claims,  and  deride  the  titles  of  your  Orators,  whereby  your  Orators  were  compelled  to 
relinquish  for  a  time  their  endeavours  to  difpofe  of  any  part  of  the  land— That  the  faid 
Commiflioners  did  not  however  proceed  according  to  the  notice  thus  fent  to  your  Orator,  George 
Morgan— That  your  Orators,  and  thofe  under  whom  they  claim,  on  being  convened  at  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  in  the  month  of  September  following,  were  informed  of  the  faid  fads  ;  but  a 
refpect  for  the  character,  and  an  apprehenfion  of  the  power  of  Virginia,  expelled  from  their 
minds  every  thought  of  refinance — That  to  reprefent  their  rights,  and  to  remonftrate  againft  the 
injuries  then  menaced,  was  the  unanimous  determination  of  the  company  ;  and  the  following 
memorial  was  therefore  prepared  and  prefented  to  the  Legiflature  of  Virginia — 
To  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  in  General  Affembly  met : 
The  Memorial  of  the  Proprietors  of  a  Tract  of  Land  on  the  Ohio  called  Indiana, 
RefpeBfully  Sbeweth, 
THAT  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixty-three,  the  Shawanefe,  Delaware  and 
Huron  tribes  of  Indians,  dependants  and  tributaries  of  the  Six  United  Nations,  contrary  to  the 
faith  of  treaties,  and  in  violation  of  their  repeated  promifes  of  protection  to  the  perfons,  fervants 
and  effects  of  fuch  traders,  as  mould  fupply  them  in  their  own  country  Math  merchandize,  did, 
without  the  leaft  caufe,  mod  unjuftiy  and  violently  feize  upon,  and  appropriate  to  their  own 
ufe,  the  merchandize  and  effects  of  feveral  of  your  Memorialing  and  others,  under  whom  your 
Memorialists  legally  claim — That  upon  application  made  to  the  Six  United  Nations  by  Sir  William 
johnfon,  Baronet,  at  the  requeft  of  the  faid  traders,  for  a  reparation  of  the  damages  fuftaine-d 
by  the  depredations  and  violences  fo  committed,  they  did  agree  to  make  a  compenfation  to  the 
faid  traders,  and  in  ratification  of  the  faid  agreement,  at  a  Treaty  held  at  Fort  Stanwix,  in  the 
year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixty-eight,  in  confideration  of  eighty-five  thoufand  nine 
hundred  and  fixteen  pounds,  ten  {hillings  and  eight-pence,  the  amount  of  the  value  of  the 
damages  fo  fuftained,  for  which  the  moft  authentic  documents  were  produced,  and  the  juftice  of 
them  allowed,  and  were  depofited  in  the  hands  of  Sir  William  Johnfon,  at  the  requeft  of  the 
grantors,  they  the  faid  Six  United  Nations,  the  true  and  abfolute  owners  and  proprietors  of  the 
lands  hereafter  mentioned,  did  grant  to  the  faid  traders,  as  a  retribution  for  the  damages 
aforefaid,  all  that  tract  of  land,  beginning  at  the  foutherly  fide  of  the  mouth  of  the  Little 
Kenhawa  creek,  where  it  empties  itfelf  into  the  river  Ohio,  and  running  from  thence  fouth  eafl 
to  the  Laurel  Hill ;  thence  along  the  Laurel  Hill  until  it  flrikes  the  Monongahela ;  thence  down 
the  ftream  of  the  faid  river  Monongahela,  according  to  the  feveral  courfes  thereof,  to  the  fouthern 
boundary  line  of  the  province  of  Pennfylvania ;  thence  wefterly  along  the  courfe  of  the  faid 
province  boundary  line,  as  far  as  the  fame  fhall  extend,  and  from  thence  by  the  fame  courfe  to 
the  river  Ohio  ;  thence  down  the  faid  river  Ohio,  according  to  the  feveral  courfes  thereof,  to  the 
place  of  beginning — That  the  faid  grant  was  obtained  after  mature  confideration  of  the  grantors, 
under  the  immediate  fuperintendance  of  Sir  William  Johnfon,  and  executed  in  the  prefence  of 
the  Governor  of  New-Jerfey  and  others,  among  whom  was  the  Commiffioner  then  attending 
the  general  treaty,  in  behalf  of  the  colony  of  Virginia — All  which  will  appear  manifeft  by  a 
reference  to  a  copy  of  the  deed  annexed  to  this  memorial — That  your  Memorialists  having  thefe 
facts  before  them,  could  not  obferve  but  with  concern,  that  the  late  convention  of  Virginia  had, 
by  their  refolve  of  the  twenty-fourth  of  June  laft,  laid  a  foundation  for  calling  in  quefcion, 


among 
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among  others,  the  validity  of  the  title  of  your  Memorialifts  to  the  lands,  fo  fairly  and  with  fo 
much  juftice  granted  to  them,  and  for  obftrucling  them  in  the  fale  and  difpofition  of  their  own 
property. 

,  Firft.     Becaufe  the  retribution  made  to  your  Memorialifts  was  made  in  the  raoft  public  and 
folemn  manner,  and  could  or  ought  not  to  have  been  a  matter  unknown  to  the  Convention. 

Secondly.  Becaufe  it  originated  not  only  in  the  firmeft  principles  of  juftice,  eftablifhed  by 
the  laws  of  nature  and  nations,  but  the  foundeft  policy. 

Thirdly.  Becaufe  it  had  been  made  by  the  perfons,  who  have  been  acknowledged  in  all 
public  and  general  treaties,  and  truly  were,  at  the  time  of  the  grant,  the  fole  owners  and 
proprietors  of  the  lands  granted  ;  and  of  confequence  having  full  right  to  grant  the  fame. 

And  Fourthly,  Becaufe  at  the  time  of  the  grant,  there  was  no  fubfifting  law  or  ordinance 
whatfoever,  prohibiting  perfons  from  accepting  a  grant  of  land  from  the  natives. 

And  yet,  if  after  what  has  been  offered,  the  title  of  your  Memorialifts  fhould  notwithstanding, 
at  any  future  time,  be  called  into  difcuflion,  confcious  of  the  equity  and  validity  of  their  right, 
they  mall  never  hefitate  to  fubmit  it  to  a  proper  judicatory,  nor  to  defend  it  in  the  ordinary  courfe 
of  juftice. 

Under  thefe  circumftances  your  Memorialifts  confide,  that  the  Legifiature  of  the  colony  of 

Virginia  will  not,  by  any  act  or  proceeding  whatever,  impeach,  or  in  any  refped  prejudice,  the 

title  of  your  Memorialifts,  fo  well  eftablifhed  on  the  principles  of  reafon,  equity  and  found  policy. 

Signed  by  order,  and  on  behalf  of  the  Proprietors  of  Indiana, 

Philadelphia,  October  i,  1776.  THOMAS  WHARTON,  Vice-Prefident. 

Yet  of  this  reafonable  and  moderate  addrefs  no  notice  was  taken,  and  the  Commiffioners  were 

continued  for  the  purpofes  laft  aforefaid.     Your  Orator,  George  Morgan,  fome  time  afterwards 

received  another  fummons,  as  follows  : 

To  Colonel  George  Morgan,  Agenti  _  , 

°       V  February  26,  1777. 
for  the  Indiana  Company.  J 

Sir,  Pleafe  to  take  notice,  that  we  fhall,  purfuant  to  a  refolutioe  of  the  Convention  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  on  the  tenth  day  of  next  month,  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  John  Ormfby 
in  Pittfburgh,  proceed  to  take  the  depofitions  of  fundry  evidences  in  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Virginia,  relative  to  the  traders  claim  to  lands  on  the  waters  of  the  Ohio,  within  the  territory 
and  limits  of  Virginia,  which  they  derive  from  Indians.     We  are,  Sir,  your  humble  fervants, 

JAMES  WOOD,  1 
CHARLES  SIMMS,  j  Commiffioners' 
That  your  Orator,  George  Morgan,  abftaining  from  any  acknowledgment  of  the  novel  and 
imaginary  pretenfions  of  Virginia,  attended  the  faid  Commiffioners  at  their  meeting  at  Pittfburgh, 
in  order,  if  poflible,  to  difcover  upon  what  grounds  thefe  pretenfions  were  founded — That  a 
number  of  witneffes  were  examined  by  the  faid  Commiffioners,  with  a  view  to  fupport  the  claim  of 
the  commonwealth  of  Virginia  to  the  lands  in  queftion,  by  virtue  of  conqueft  and  pre-occupancy, 
which  James  Woods,  one  of  the  Commiffioners  from  Virginia,  then  declared  to  your  Orator, 
George  Morgan,  to  be  the  ground  on  which  they  refted  their  title,  which  teftimony,  if  produced, 
would  fupport  and  confirm  your  Orators  claim  ;  but  the  Commiffioners  finding  the  evidence  to 
be  adverfe  to  their  expectations,  difmiffed  many  others  without  examining  them  at  all — That 
the  Commiffioners  made  a  report  of  their  proceedings  to  the  Legiflature  of  Virginia,  who 
however  appeared  determined  to  avow  a  right  founded,  as  your  Orators  conceive,  on  no  better 
grounds  than  the  power  of  enforcing  it — That  public  notice  was  given,  for  all  perfons  who 
claimed  any  lands  under  Indian  grants,  within  the  dominion  or  chartered  limits  of  Virginia,  to 
appear  before  the  Legiflature  at  Williamfburg,  on  the  third  Monday  in  May,  one  thoufand  feven 

hundred 
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hundred  and  feventy-nine — That  your  Orators  then  denying,  as  they  now  deny,  that  the  land  fo 
granted  to  them,  and  thofe  under  whom  they  claim,  lay  within  the  dominion  or  the  chartered 
limits  of  Virginia,  it  was  difficult  to  determine  on  the  proper  line  of  conduct  to  be  purfued  ; 
yet,  called  upon  as  it  were  by  name,  their  abfence  might  have  been  conftrued  into  contempt, 
the  hope  of  convincing  Virginia  of  her  error  muft  have  been  abandoned,  and  they  would  have  ir- 
ritated the  power,  which  they  knew  they  could  not  refill — That  to  appear,  might  be  perverted 
into  an  acknowledgment  of  territorial  rights  ;  yet  to  appear,  and  to  enter  into  a  fair  communica- 
tion of  titles  and  exchange  of  arguments,  was  the  moft  probable  mode  of  rectifying  the  minds  of 
thofe,  who  were  mifinformed,  and  of  confirming  the  opinions  of  thofe,  who  underltood  the 
nature,  and  admitted  the  validity  of  your  Orators  claims — That  William  Trent  therefore  at- 
tended, on  behalf  of  your  Orators,  at  Williamfburg,  at  the  time  appointed,  when  your  Orators 
claims  were  ftated,  and  their  rights  explained  by  Counfel,  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Delegates — 
That  it  was  however  refolved  by  that  Houfe — "  That  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  hath  the 
"  exclufive  right  of  pre-emption  from  the  Indians,  of  all  the  lands  within  the  limits  of  its  own 
"  chartered  territory,  as  declared  by  the  act  and  conftitution  of  government,  in  the  year  one 
"  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-fix  ;  that  no  perfon  or  perfons  whatever  have,  or  ever 
"  had,  a  right  to  purchafe  any  lands  within  the  fame,  from  any  Indian  nation,  except  only  per- 
"  fonsduly  authorifed  to  make  fuch  purchafes,  on  the  public  account,  formerly  for  the  ufe  and 
"  benefit  of  the  Colony  and  lately  of  the  Commonwealth  ;  and  that  fuch  exclufive  right  of  pre- 
"  emption  will  and  ought  to  be  maintained  by  this  Commonwealth  to  the  utmoft  of  its  power. 

"  Refolved,  That  every  purchafe  of  lands  heretofore  made  by  the  King  of  Great-Britain, 
"  from  any  Indian  nation  or  nations  within  the  before  mentioned  limits,  doth  and  ought  to  enure 
"  for  ever,  to  and  for  the  ufe  and  benefit  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  to  and  for  no  other  ufe, 
"  or  purpofe  whatfoever — 

"  Refolved  therefore, 

"  That  the  deed  from  the  Six  United  Nations  of  Indians,  bearing  date  on  the  third  day  of 
"  November,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixty-eight,  for  certain  lands  between  the  Allega- 
"  ny  Mountains  and  the  River  Ohio,  above  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Kenhawa  Creek,  to  and  for 
"  the  ufe  and  benefit  of  a  certain  William  Trent,  Gentleman,  in  his  own  right,  and  as  Attorney 
"  for  fundry  perfons  in  the  faid  deed  named,  as  well  as  all  other  deeds,  which  have  been  or  mail 
"  be  made,  by  any  Indian  or  Indians,  for  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  charter  and  territory 
"  of  Virginia  as  aforefaid,  to  or  for  the  ufe  and  benefit  of  any  private  perfon  or  perfons,  mail 
"  be,  and  the  fame  are  hereby  declared  utterly  void,  and  of  no  effect." 

That  to  thefe  refolutions  the  Senate,  after  refufing  to  hear  what  your  Orators  requeued  per- 
miffion  to  urge,  acceded  on  the  twelfth  of  the  fame  month.  And  on  the  feventeenth  of  the  fame 
month,  the  following  act  was  paffed  by  the  Legiflature  of  Virginia —  "  To  remove  and  prevent 
"  all  doubts,  concerning  purchafes  of  lands  from  the  Indian  natives,  Ee  it  declared  by  the  Gene- 
"  ral  Affembly,  that  this  Commonwealth  hath  the  exclufive  right  of  pre-emption  from  the 
"  Indians,  of  all  lands  within  the  limits  of  its  own  chartered  territory,  as  defcribed  by  the  Act 
"  and  Conftitution  of  government,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-fix — 
"  That  no  perfon  or  perfons  whatfoever  have,  or  ever  had,  a  right  to  purchafe  any  lands  within 
"  the  fame,  from  any  Indian  nation,  except  only  perfons  duly  authorifed  to  make  fuch  purchafes 
"  on  the  public  account,  formerly  for  the  ufe  and  benefit  of  the  Colony  and  lately  of  the  Com- 
"  monwealth — And  that  fuch  exclufive  right  or  pre-emption  will  and  ought  to  be  maintained  by 
"  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  utmoft  of  its  power.  And  be  it  further  declared  and  enacted,  that 
"  every  purchafe  of  lands  heretofore  made  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  Crown  of  England,  or  of  Great- 
"  Britain,  from  any  Indian  nation  or  nations,  within  the  before  mentioned  limits,  doth  and 

ought 
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"  ought  to  enure  for  ever,  to  and  for  the  ufe  and  benefit  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  to  and  for  no 
"  other  ufe  or  purpofe  whatfoever;  and  that  all  fales  and  deeds  which  have  been,  or  (hall  be 
■"  made  by  any  Indian  or  Indians,  or  by  any  Indian  nation  or  nations,  for  lands  within  the  faid 
"  limits,  to  or  for  the  feparate  ufe  of  any  perfon  or  pexfons  whatfoever,  mail  be  and  the  fame  are 
"  hereby  declared  utterly  void  and  of  no  effect." 

And  the  Commonwealth  thereupon,  or  about  that  time,  proceeded  to  difpofe  of  all  the  valuable 
land  within  the  faid  tract,  in  the  fame  manner  that  the  lands,  which  belonged  to  the  fame  Com- 
monwealth., were  ufually  difpofed  of— And  by  different  acts  of  the  fame  Legiilature,  the  faid 
tract  of  land  was  divided  into  counties,  and  Courts  of  Juftice  erected,  taxes  levied,  and  full  pof- 
feflion  thereof  taken,  as  if  it  was  in  truth  part  of  the  State  of  Virginia — That  in  this  fituation  your 
Orators,  and  thofe  under  whom  they  claim,  had  no  other  refource  than  to  folicit,  from  the 
United  States  in  Congrefs  anembled,  that  reparation  to  which  the  unjuft  conduct  of  Virginia 
entitled  them ;  and  a  memorial  dated  the  eleventh  day  of  September,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  feventy-nine,  a  copy  whereof  is  hereto  annexed,  marked  (E)  and  which  your  Orators  pray 
may  be  taken  as  part  of  their  bill,  was  prefented  to  that  honorable  body— That  the  following  re- 
solution was  the  refult  of  the  application:  "  In  Congrefs,  October  30,  1779.  Whereas  the  ap- 
41  propriation  of  vacant  lands  by  the  feveral  fiates,  during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  will,  in  the 
*'  opinion  of  Congrefs,  be  attended  with  great  mifchiefs — Therefore  Refolved,  That  it  be  ear- 
"  neftly  recommended  to  the  State  of  Virginia,  to  reconfider  their  late  act  of  Affembly  for  open- 
"  ing  their  Land-office ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  faid  State,  and  all  other  States  fimi- 
"  larly  circumftanced,  to  forbear  fettling  or  ilfuing  warrants  for  unappropriated  lands,  or  grant- 
**  ing  the  fame  during  the  continuance  of  the  prefent  war."  To  this  recommendation  Virginia 
paid  no  obedience,  her  office  -continued  open  for  the  fale  of  lands  afferted  or  conjectured  to  be 
v/ithin  the  limits  of  her  territory;  and  another  application  was  thus  rendered  neceffary  to  that 
general  and  fuperintending  authority,  whofe  recommendations  in  moft  other  inftances  were  equi- 
valent to  commands.  A  copy  of  the  fecond  memorial  which  bore  date  the  thirtieth  of  November, 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty,  is  annexed  to  this  bill  marked  (F)  and  which  your 
Orators  pray  may  be  taken  as  part  of  their  bill— That  a  committee  was  appointed  by  Congrefs, 
and  notice  given  to  the  delegates  from  Virginia,  who,  however,  refufed  to  attend  the  commit- 
tee— That  the  report  of  this  committee  was  made  on  the  firfl  day  of  May,  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  eighty  two;  an  extract  of  which,  fo  far  as  it  relates  to  the  cafe  of  your  Orators,  is 
hereto  annexed,  and  which  is  marked  with  the  letter  (G)  which  your  Orators  pray  may  be  taken  as 
part  of  their  bill — That  upon  this  report  Congrefs  did  not  act;  the  circumftances  of  the  war,  the 
neceffity  of  oppofing  a  folid  and  undivided  refiftance  to  the  hoftilities  of  the  common  enemy,  the 
weaknefs  of  the  authority  conftitutionally  invefted  in  that  honorable  body,  and  poffibly  the  recol- 
lection of  the  difregard  fhewn  to  its  former  recommendation,  concurred  to  prevent  a  decifion 
which  could  not  be  enforced — And  your  Orators  with  this  impartial  and  judicious  report  in  their 
hands,  patiently  waited  until  the  fettlement  of  public  affairs,  and  the  refloration  of  peace  afforded 
a  better  profpect. 

Several  years  elapfed  in  expectation  that  Virginia  would  become  fenfible  of  the  injuftice  done 
to  your  Orators,  and  thofe  under  whom  they  claim,  and  would  make  a  juft  and  reafonable  com- 
penfation  for  the  injuries  your  Orators  had  fuftained;  but  your  Orators  being  difappointed,  deter- 
mined to  appeal  again  to  that  fenfe  of  juftice,  which  they  hoped  might  yet  be  found  in  the  Vir- 
ginia Legiflature,  and  prefented  another  memorial,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  dated 
November  23,  1790,  and  October  17,  1791. 

C  To 
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To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Virginia. 
The  Memorial  of  the  Proprietors  and  Share-holders  of  a  Tract  of  Land  called  Indiana, 
Moft  refpeftfully  Sheweth, 
THAT  they  have  formerly  made  known  to  the  Honorable  Legiflature  their  title  to  the  faid 
trad  of  land,  by  a  Memorial  dated  the  firft  day  of  October,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
feventy-fix  ;  to  which  was  annexed  an  authenticated  copy  of  the  deed  to  your  Memorialifts, 
made  on  the  broad  bafis  of  a  public  treaty  between  two  fovereign  and  independent  nations — 
That  this  was  not  an  hafty  or  precipitate  negociation,  but  was  begun  in  May,  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  fixty-five,  by  Sir  William  Johnfon,  then  Superintendant  for  Indian  affairs, 
and  ended  November  the  third,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixty-eight,  by  a  deed  from  the 
rightful  owners  of  the  land,  to  the  Crown  of  England,  for  the  ufe  of  your  Memorialing  ;  to 
which  deed  feveral  Governors  and  Commifnoners  delegited  to  attend  at  the  treaty,  figned  as 
witneffes  ;  and  particularly  Thomas  Walker,  Efquire,  the  Commiffioner  from  Virginia,  who 
witneffed  the  faid  deed  in  his  official  capacity — That  the  faid  deed  was  made  a  part  of  the  treaty 
— That  it  was  made  for  the  valuable  confideration  of  eighty-five  thoufand  nine  hundred  and 
fixteen  pounds,  ten  millings  and  eight-pence,  New-York  money — That  neither  the  Legiflature 
of  Virginia,  the  Crown  of  England,  nor  any  perfon  or  perfons,  other  than  your  Memorialing, 
have  ever  paid  any  confideration  to  the  original  proprietors  for  the  lands  in  queflion — That  the 
State  of  Virginia  has  derived  a  great  territory  from  the  faid  treaty,  and  hath  recognized  the 
fame  in  feveral  inftances,  as  the  United  States  have  alfo  dons  in  the  fulled  manner — That  the 
Honorable  Legiflature  of  Virginia  in  their  feflion  of  June,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred   and 
feventy-nine,  thought  it  expedient,  by  an  act,  to  declare  void,  and  of  no  effect,  that  part  of  the 
treaty  which  related  to  your  Memorialifts  ;  and  by  a  fubfequent  act,   they  directed  the  fale  of  all 
the  lands  in  queftion  for  the  fole  benefit  of  the  State — That  a  finall  majority,  indeed,  united 
in  the  act,  the  object  of  which  was  calculated  to  take  from  your  Memorialifts  their  right,  without 
compenfation  or  the  verdict  of  a  Jury — That  during  that  feffion  of  AfTembly,  the  juftice  and 
equity  of  your  Memorialifts  cafe  were  ably  advocated  by  one  half  of  the  Legiflature,  who,  from 
their  public  ftation,  could  have  neither  fee  nor  reward,  or  promife  of  any,  and  were  not  directly 
or  indirectly  interefted  therein  ;  the  calling   vote  againft   compenfation   to  your  Memorialifts, 
having  been  given  by  the  Speaker  only  :  Thence  your  Memorialifts  conclude,  that  they  fhould 
have  had  ample  juftice  done  them,  without  having  petitioned  for  it,  had  not  fome  arguments  of 
expediency  been  adduced  to  influence   the  judgment  of  the  Houfe  ;  which,  from  want  of 
information  not  then  attainable,  induced  the  majority  to  vote  againfl:  the  title  of  your  Memo- 
rialifts ;  which,  on  a  more  mature  confideration  and  fuller  information,  it  is  probable   they 
would  not  have  done.     Your  Memorialifts  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  they  conceive    they  have 
been  greatly  injured  by  the  faid  act — That  they  have  been  deprived  of  property  for  which  they 
paid  an  high  confideration,  and  to  which  they  confider  themfelves  entitled  by  the  laws  of  nature, 
of  nations,  and  even  of  this  Commonwealth — That  they  wifh  to  promote,  by  every  means  in 
their  power,  the  harmony  of  the  National  Councils,  as  well  as  thofe  of  this  State  ;  and  for  this 
purpofe  do  now  appeal  to  the  juftice  and  magnanimity  of  that  body,  from  whom  the  injury  was 
fuftained.     They  earneftly  pray,  that  their  claim  may  be  folemnly  inveftigated,  and  in  fuch 
manner  as  may  be  moft  fatisfactory  to  the  General  AfTembly,  and  beft  calculated  to  promote  juf- 
tice ;  being  fincerely  difpofed,  on  their  part,  to  yield  every  accommodation  to  the  wifhesofthis 
honorable  body,  that  may  be  confident  with  that  end  ;  and  for  which  purpofe  they  have  given 
full  powers  to  their  agent.     Your  Memorialifts  do  therefore  refpectfully  pray  of  the  honorable 
Legiflature,  to  reconfider  the  proceedings  of  the  former  Houfe,  and  grant  to  your  Memorialifts 

fuch 


fuch  redrefs  as  may  be  within  the  power  of  the  State  to  give,  confident  with  its  honour,  the 
equity  of  the  cafe,  and  the  long  fufferings  of  your  Memorialifts  ;  who  as  in  duty  bound  will 
ever  pray.  GEORGE  MORGAN,  One  of  the  Proprietors, 

and  fole  Agent  for  the  Indiana  Company. 

But  from  motives  to  your  Orators  unknown,  the  Legiflature  of  Virginia,  then  refufed  even  te 
permit  the  faid  Memorial  to  be  read — That  when  your  Orators  again  prefented  a  copy  of  the  faid 
Memorial  on  the  feventeenth  of  October,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety-one,  although 
the  Legiflature  of  Virginia  permitted  the  fame  to  be  read,  the  requefts  of  your  Orators  therein 
contained,  however  reafonable  in  their  nature,  and  refpedful  in  their  language,  were  rejected, 
and  the  following  vote  of  the  Legiflature  announced  their  determination  to  adhere  to  their  former 
refolutions  :  *'  November  10,  1791,  Refolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the 
"  refolutions  palfed  by  the  General  Affembly,  of  the  ninth  day  of  June,  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
"  dred  and  feventy-nine,  and  the  act  paffed  during  the  fame  feffion,  intituled,  "  an  Act  declaring 
"  and  afferting  the  rights  of  this  Commonwealth,  concerning  purchafing  lands  from  Indian  natives, 
'*'  ought  to  be  adhered  to  by  the  prefent  General  Affembly.'" 

Thus,  victims  of  a  long  feries  of  vexations,  of  loffes,  and  difappointments,  robbed  of  valuable 
property  by  a  lawlefs  band  of  inconfiderate  Indians,  compenfated  for  thofe  lofies  by  the  wifer  part 
of  the  fame  tribes,  deprived  again  of  that  compenfation  by  the  interference  of  a  powerful  Com- 
monwealth, alternately  imploring  that  Commonwealth  to  prefer  juftice  to  emolument,  and  be- 
feeching  Congrefs  to  examine  the  controverfy,  and  decide  upon  the  right,  defeated  in  one  at- 
tempt by  the  interefted  views  of  their  opponents,  and  in  the  other  by  the  defective  powers  of 
Congrefs — Your  Orators  now  prefent  themfelves  with  a  claim  founded,  as  they  hope,  upon  irre- 
fragable principles  addreffed  to  that  authority,  before  which  the  great  difference  between  the  par- 
ties vanifhes,  and  praying  that  juftice  which  is  difpenfed  without  diftinction  to  all.  And  your 
■Orators  ex  prefsly  charge,  -that  by  the  unwarrantable  interference  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia 
they  have  been  prevented  from  taking  poffeflion  of,  and  felling,  or  otherwife  deriving  profit  from 
near  three  millions  of  acres  of  land,  for  which,  at  the  rate  of  half  a  dollar  per  acre,  making  al- 
lowance for  land  not  arable  or  appropriated  to  public  ufes,  they  might  well  have  have  obtained 
one  million,  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  thoufand  Mexican  dollars — That  the  original  conf- 
ederation of  this  tract  of  land  was  two  hundred  and  fourteen  thoufand,  feven  hundred  and  ninety- 
one  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents  ;  and  that  exclufive  of  the  great  injury  fuftained  by  your  Ora- 
tors, in  confuming  near  twenty-nine  years  of  their  lives  in  the  endeavour  to  obtain  juftice  by 
reafonable  proportions  and  humble  ex poftulations,  they  are  well  entitled  to  charge  for  their  la- 
bors and  expences  the  fum  of  eighteen  thoufand  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars  and  thirty- 
three  cents,  making  in  the  whole  two  hundred  and  thirty-three  thoufand  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  dollars  and  fixty-fix  cents,  exclufive  of  intereft  on  the  amount  of  the  faid  original  Jofs,  or  on 
the  feveral  fums  of  money  by  them  at  different  times  expended  in  the  afore  faid  behalf;  a  more 
particular  account  of  which  is  hereunto  annexed,  marked  (H)  and  which  your  faid  Orators  pray 
may  be  taken  as  part  of  their  bill. 

And  your  Orators  further  fhew  unto  your  Honors,  that  to  avoid  fwelling  their  bill  to  an  ex- 
ceeding great  length,  and  thereby  occafioning  a  confiderable  charge,  they  have  made  out,  and 
annexed  hereto,  a  fchedule  marked  (I)  which  your  faid  Orators  pray  may  be  taken  as  part  of 
their  bill,  containing  the  refpective  proportional  parts  or  fhares,  to  which  each  of  your  Orators 
is  entitled  ;  and  are  ready  to  produce  the  feveral  alignments  and  other  proofs  neceffary  to  efta- 
bl'fh  the  fame — -And  to  the  faid  fchedule  your  Orators,  for  brevity  and  perfpicuity,  beg  leave  to 
refer  for  the  conveyances  to  them  of  the  feveral  fhares,  of  which  they  refpectively  ft  and  feized 

as  follows,  (viz.) 

Your 
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'Your  Orators,  William  Grayfon,  and  Charles  Grayfon,  George  Grayfon  and  Hebe  Grayfon 
by  their  next  friend  the  faid  William  Grayfon,  fay  they  ftand  feized  in  fee  fimple  of  nine  hundred 
fhares  in  the  faid  territory  or  tradl  of  country,  called  Indiana,  as  defcribed  in  the  original  deed 
from  the  Six  Nations,  to  which  and  a  copy  thereof,  which  is  hereto  annexed  and  marked  with 
the  letter  (A)  your  Orators  again  beg  leave  to  refer;  the  faid  nine  hundred  mares  being  part  of 
feven  thoufand  four  hundred  and  twenty-feven  fhares  originally  held  by  William  Trent. 

And  your  Orator,  Levy  Hollingfworth,  faith  he  (lands  feized  in  fee  fimple  of  three  hundred 
fhares,  alfo  originally  held  by  the  faid  William  Trent. 

And  your  Orator,  Simon  Nathan,  faith  he  ftands  feized  in  fee  fimple  of  three  hundred  fhares, 
alfo  originally  held  by  the  faid  William  Trent. 

And  your  Orator,  lfaac  Wharton,  faith  that  he  ftands  feized  in  fee  fimple  of  three  hundred 
fhares,  alfo  originally  held  by  William  Trent  as  aforefaid. 

And  your  Orators,  Richard  Wharton,  John  Todd,  junior,  and  James  Todd,  fay  they  ftand 
feized  of  three  hundred  fhares,  in  fee  fimple,  which  were  alfo  originally  held  by  William  Trent 
as  aforefaid. 

And  your  Orators,  Sarah  Trent,  Samuel  and  Anne  Raymond,  Nathan  Beeks  and  Mary  Beeks, 
and  John  Trent,  fay  they  ftand  feized  of  five  thoufand  one  hundred  and  feventy-feven  fhares  in 
fee  fimple,  which  were  alfo  originally  held  by  the  faid  William  Trent,  except  two  hundred  and 
eighty  fhares  thereof  originally  held  by  John  Ormfby. 

And  your  Orators,  Frances  Reed,  John  Andrews  and  Elizabeth  Andrews,  Ifabella  M'Intire, 
William  Irwin  and  Anne  Irwin,  George  Thompfon  and  Mary  Thompfon,  Thomas  Duncan  and 
Martha  Duncan,  Catharine  Callender,  and  Robert  Callender  the  younger,  by  William  Irwin  his 
next  friend,  fay  they  are  feized  of  eight  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty-one  fhares  in  fee  fimple, 
originally  held  by  the  faid  Robert  Callender. 

And  your  Orator,  David  Franks,  faith  that  he  ftands  feized  in  fee  fimple  of  three  thoufand  and 
ninety  fhares,  originally  held  by  him. 

And  your  Orator,  Jofeph  Simons,  faith  that  he  ftands  feized  of  four  thoufand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-two  fhares  in  fee  fimple,  which  were  originally  held  by  him. 

And  your  Orator,  Levy  Andrew  Levy,  faith  that  he  ftands  feized  in  fee  fimple  of  three  thou- 
fand and  ninety-feven  fhares,  originally  held  by  him. 

And  your  Orators,  David  Franks,  Jofeph  Simons,  Levy  Andrew  Levy,  Sarah  Trent,  Samuel 
and  Anne  Raymond,  Nathan  Beeks  and  Mary  Beeks,  and  John  Trent,  fay  they  ftand  feized 
in  fee  fimple  of  feven  hundred  and  eighty-four  fhares,  originally  held  by  Philip  Boyle. 

And  your  Orator,  Thomas  Smallman,  faith  that  he  ftands  feized  in  fee  fimple  of  feven  hun- 
dred feventy-four  fhares,  originally  held  by  him. 

And  your  Orators,  George  William  Prevoft,  Auguftine  Prevoft  the  younger,  fay,  and  James 
Prevoft,  Henry  Prevoft,  Louifa  Provoft,  Charlotte  Prevoft,  and  Sufanna  Prevoft  by  Auguftine 
Prevoft  their  next  friend,  fay,  they  ftand  feized  in  fee  fimple  of  feven  hundred  and  feventy-four 
fhares,  originally  held  by  Thomas  Smallman. 

And  your  Orators,  Edward  Pennington,  Robert  Morris,  Jofeph  Galloway  and  William  Pol- 
lard, furviving  affignees  of  John  Baynton,  Samuel  Wharton  and  George  Morgan,  fay  they  ftand 
feized  in  fee  fimple  of  eight  thoufand  five  hundred  and  thirty  fhares,  which  were  originally  held  by 
the  faid  John  Baynton,  of  fixteen  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  twenty-eight  fhares,  which  were  ori- 
ginally held  by  the  faid  Samuel  Wharton,  and  of  five  thoufand  four  hundred  fhares,  which  were 
originally  held  by  the  faid  George  Morgan,  amounting  together  to  thirty  thoufand  five  hundred 
and  fifty-eight  fhares. 

And 
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And  your  Orator,  Samuel  Wharton,  adminiftrator  of  John  Welch,  deceafed,  lays  that  he 
Hands  feized  in  fee  firnple  of  three  thoufand  (hares  originally  held  by  him. 

And  your  Orator,  Edmund  Moran,  fays  that  he  ftands  feized  in  fee  fimple  of  four  hundred 
and  five  fhares  originally  held  by  him. 

And  your  Orator,  Evan  Shelby,  faith  that  he  ftands  feized  in  fee  fimple  of  four  hundred  and 
•five  fhares  originally  held  by  him. 

And  your  Orator,  Samuel  Poftlethwaite,  faith  that  he  ftands  feized  of  four  hundred  and  five 
fhares  in  fee  fimple  originally  held  by  him. 

And  your  Orator,  John  Gibfon,  faith  that  he  ftands  feized  of  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
■ninety-two  fhares  in  fee  fimple  originally  held  by  him. 

And  your  Orator,  Edward  Cole,  faith  that  he  Hands  feized  in  fee  fimple  of  one  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  eight  fhares  originally  held  by  Richard  Winfton. 

And  your  Orators,  heirs  of  Dennis  Croghan,  fay  they  ftand  feized  in  fee  fimple  of  four  hun- 
dred and  thirty  fhares  originally  held  by  the  faid  Dennis  Croghan. 

And  your  Orators,  Catharine  Thompfon,  George  Thompfon,  Robert  Thompfon,  William 
Thompfon,  George  and  Mary  Reed,  Galbraith  and  Catharine  Patterfon,  Juliana  Thompfon  and 
Elizabeth  Thompfon,  fay  they  are  feized  in  fee  fimple  of  three  hundred  and  fix  fhares  originally 
held  by  William  Thompfon. 

And  your  Orator,  Richard  Neave,  fafth  that  he  is  feized  of  three  hundred  and  fifty-two  {hares 
in  fee  fimple,  originally  held  by  Abraham  Mitchell. 

And  your  Orators,  John  Dundas,  and  Burnet  Dundas  by  Henry  Pratt  his  next  friend,  Anna 
Dundas,  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Pratt,  Frederic  William  and  Mary  Starman*  fay,  and  Sarah  Eliza 
.'Scriba  by  her  next  friend  George  Scriba,  faith  that  they  ftand  feized  in  fee  fimple  of  three  hun-* 
dred  and  fifty-two  fhares,  which  were  originally  held  by  James  and  Thomas  Dundas. 

And  your  Orators,  William  Floyd,  John  Stephen  Guenet  and  Jofeph  Jacques  de  Pionerie, 
fay  they  ftand  feized  of  one  thoufand  five  hundred  fhares  in  fee  fimple,  that  is  to  fay,  the  faid 
William  Floyd  ftands  feized  of  fix  hundred  fhares,  the  faid  John  Stephen  Guenet  ftands  feized 
of  three  hundred  fhares,  and  the  faid  Jofeph  Jacques  de  Pionerie  ftands  feized  of  fix  hundred 
fhares  as  aforefaid ;  all  of  which  were  originally  held  by  John  Ormfby. 

And  your  Orator,  William  Edgar,  faith  he  ftands  feized  of  five  hundred  and  forty-fix  fhares 
an  fee  fimple,  which  were  originally  held  by  him. 

And  your  Orator,  William  Temple  Franklin,  faith  he  ftands  feized  in  fee  fimple  of  five  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  ninety-nine  fhares,  which  were  originally  held  by  William  Franklin. 

And  your  Orator,  Jofeph  Galloway,  faith  lie  ftands  feized  in  fee  fimple  of  one  thoufand 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  fhares,  which  were  held  by  George  Croghan,  who  was  originally 
interefted  in  the  confideration  for  which  the  deed  from  the  Six  Nations  was  executed. 

And  your  Orators,  Owen  and  Mary  Jones,  fay,  and  William  Fifher  by  his  next  friend  James 
Cowles  Fifher,  faith  that  they  ftand  feized  in  fee  fimple  of  one  thoufand  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  fhares,  which  were  held  by  George  Croghan,  who  was  originally  interefted  in  the  confidera- 
tion for  which  the  deed  from  the  Six  Nations  was  executed. 

And  your  Orators,  Tench  Coxe  and  George  Morgan,  fay  they  ftand  feized  of  three  hundred 
fhares  held  by  them  in  fee  fimple,  by  virtue  of  a  deed  executed  in  purfuance  of  a  refolution  of 
the  Indiana  Company,  bearing  dale  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  April,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  eighty-two. 

And  your  Orator,  Thomas  Paine,  faith  that  he  ftands  feized  in  fee  fimple,  of  three  hundred 
fhares  held  by  him ,  by  virtue  of  a  deed  executed  in  purfuance  of  a  refolution  of  the  Indiana  Com- 
pany, dated  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  March,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-two. 

D  And 
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And  your  Orator,  James  Wilfon,  faith  that  he  ftands  feized  in  fee  fimple  of  three  hundred 
thares  held  by  him,  by  virtue  of  a  deed  executed  in  purfuance  of  a  refolution  of  the  Indiana  Corn-' 
pany,   dated  the  twenty-feventh  day  of  December,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-one. 

BUT  NOW  SO  IT  IS,  that  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  affuming  a  right  to  the  faid  trrcl- 
of  land  alike  unfupported  by  juftice  and  by  law,  and  contrary  to  the  due  and  manifeft  limits  of  their 
own  territorial  rights,  have  not  only,  as  is  before  mentioned,  excluded  your  Orators  from  the- 
poffeflion,  benefit  and  enjoyment  of  the  whole  tract  of  land,  fo  as  aforefaid  legally  and  equitably 
veiled  in  them,  but  refufei  to  make  them  any  fort  of  compenfation  for  the  injuries  of  which  they 
complain. 

In  tender  confideration  whereof,  and  for  that  your  Orators  cannot  otherwife  be  relieved  in  the- 
premifes,  than  by  the  aid  of  this  Honorable  Court — To  the  end  therefore,  that  true,  full  and 
perfect  anfwers  may  be  given  on  the  part  of  the  faid  Commonwealth,  touching  all  and  fingular 
the  premifes,  as  fully  and  particularly  as  if  they  were  again  here  repeated,-  and  interrogated 
more  particularly — Whether  the  faid  James  the  Firft  did  not,  on  the  fixth  day  of  April,  one- 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fix,  grant  a  patent  to  Sir  Thomas  Gates  and  others,  permitting  them 
to  fettle  and  inhabit  at  any  place  upon  the  coaft  of  Virginia  in  America,  between  thirty-four  and' 
iorty-one  degrees  of  north  latitude,  and  granting  to  them  and  fuch  others,  as  mould  join  them  in' 
eftablifhing  a  colony,  all  the  lands  for  the  fpace  of  fifty  miles  each  way  on  the  fea  coaft,  from  the 
firft  feat  of  their  plantation,  and  fifty  miles  directly  into  the  main  land ;  and  whether  by  the  fame 
patent,  Thomas  Hanham  and  others,  were  not  authorized  to  fettle  and  inhabit,  and  did  not  ' 
receive  a  grant  of  a  tract  of  land  of  the  fame  fize  defcribed  in  the  fame  manner  ? 

Whether  the  fidd  James  the  Firft  did  not,  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  May,  one  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  nine,  grant  a  patent  to  Robert,  Earl  of  Salifbury,  and  many  others,  by  which  all  the 
land  in  that  part  of  America,  called  Virginia,  from  the  point  of  land,  called  Cape  or  Point 
Comfort,  all  along  the  fea  coaft  to  the  northward  two  hundred  miles,  and  from  the  faid  Point 
all  along  the  fea  coaft  to  the  fouthward,  two  hundred  miles,  and  all  that  fpace  and  circuit  of 
land,  lying  from  the  fea  coaft  of  the  precinct  aforefaid,  up  into  the  land  from  fea  to  fea,  weft 
and  north  weft,  or  by  any  other  and  what  limits,  were  granted  to  them  and  fuch  others,  as  they 
fhould  thereafter  admit  to  bejoined  with  them  ? 

Whether  the  laft  mentioned  charter  or  patent  was  not  forfeited  by  the  Non-ufer  or  Mis-ufer 
of  the  parties  interefted  therein,  and  feized  into  the  hands  of  the  faid  King,  or  whether  it  was 
furrendered  to  him,  or  how  and  in  what  manner,  and  at  what  time  the  fame  was  furrendered, 
forfeited,  loft  or  deftroyed — And  whether  any  other,  and  what  patent  or  charier  was  at  any  time 
afterwards  granted  by  the  faid  King  of  England,  or  any  of  his  fucceffors,  to  any  perfon  or  per- 
fons  whatever,  for  the  faid  Colony  of  Virginia  ;  and  by  any  and  what  bounds  and  defcription — 
And  if  no  charter  or  patent  was  fo  as  aforefaid  granted,  whether  the  faid  Colony  was  not,  until  the 
United  States  became  independent  of  the  Kingdom  of  Great-Britain,  governed  under  the  in  medi- 
ate authority  of  the  Crown  of  Great-Britain,  without  any  regard  to  the  limits  mentioned  and  de- 
fcribed in  the  faid  charter  ? 

Whether  the  weftern  limits  of  the  faid  Colony  were  afcertained  and  fettled  by  any,  and  what 
deed,  patent  or  charter,  from  the  faid  Crown  of  Great-Britain,  previous  to  the  third  day  of  No- 
vember, one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixty-eight,  when  the  faid  grant  to  your  Orators  was  fo 
as  aforefaid  made  ;  and  if  fo  afcertained,  that  the  faid  limits  may  be  particularly  fet  forth  and  de- 
fcribed in  their  anfwer  to  this  bill  ?  , 

Whether  your  Orators,  and  thofe  under  whom  they  claim,  were  not  robbed,  by  a  lawlefs  party 
of  Indians,  of  goods  and  merchandize  to  the  value  of  eighty-five  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fix- 
teen  pounds,  ten  (hillings  and  eight-pjnee,  New-York  currency — Whether  the  deed  herein  before- 

fet 
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let- forth,  and  charged  by  your  Orators  to  have  been  made  by  the  Chiefs  of  the  feveral  tribes  of 
Mohawks,  Onondagoes,  Senecas,  Oneidas,  Cayugas,  Tufcaroras,  Shawanefe  and  Delawares,  to 
the  King  of  Great-Britain,  on  the  third  day  of  November,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixty- 
eight,  at  Fort  Stanwix,  was  not  duly  executed  at  the  time  and  place  it  bears  date,  and  was  not 
given  in  consideration  of  the  aforefaid  depredations  committed  on  the  property  of  your  Orators, 
and  thofe  under  whom  they  claim  )  and  in  compenfation  therefor,  whether  it  was  not  witncffed 
by  Thomas  Walker  of  Virginia;  and  whether  the  faid  Thomas  Walker  was  not  duly  commiffioned, 
on  the  part  of  the  faid  Commonwealth  (then  Colony  of  Virginia)  to  attend  and  ad  at  the  treaty 
with  the  Indians,  then  and  there  holden ;  and  whether  it  was  not  the  duty  of  the  faid  Thomas 
Walker,  if  any  part  of  the  territory,  belonging  to  the  faid  Colony  of  Virginia,  had  been  unjuftly 
appropriated,  to  have  objected  thereto  ;  and  whether  he  did  not  on  the  contrary,  by  his  attefting 
the  faid  grant,  indicate  the  acquiefcence  of  Virginia  therein  ? 

Whether  upon  the  meafures  herein  before  mentioned  being  taken  by  your  Orators,  and  thofe 
under  whom  they  claim,  for  the  fale  of  the  faid  trad  of  land,  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  Virgi- 
nia, on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-fix,  then  fitting  at 
Williamfburgh,  did  not  pafs  a  refolve  in  fubftance  as  herein  before  fet  forth,  or  any  other  and 
what  refolve  relative  to  the  premifes  •? 

Whether  certain  Commiffioners  were  not  then,  or  foon  afterwards,  and  when  appointed  by  the 
faid  Convention,  or  by  fome  other  fufficient  authority  within  the  faid  Commonwealth,  to  call 
before  them  any,  and  what  witneffes,  for  the  purpofe  of  eftablifhing  the  title  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Virginia  to  the  premifes  herein  before  defcribed,  by  virtue  of  conquefl  and  pre-occu- 
pancy,  or  by  virtue  of  any,  and  what  other  title  or  pretence  of  title,  and  whether  the  faid  Com- 
miffioners  did  not  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  or  about  the  tenth  day  of  March,  one  thoufand  {even 
and  feventy- feven,  at  Pittfburgh,  or  at  any  other,  and  what  time  and  place,  anemble  together  for 
the  examination  of  witneffes  ;  and  whether  they  did  not  give  notice  to  your  Orator,  George  Mor- 
gan, to  attend  ;  and  whether  they  then  and  there,  or  at  any  other,  and  what  time,  took  the  de- 
pofitions  of  any  and  what  witneffes,  in  purfuance  of  fuch  directions  ;  and  that  a  copy  of  fuch 
■■depositions  may  be  produced  and  left  with  the  proper  officer  of  this  honorable  Court  for  the  in- 
fpedion  of  your  Orators  ? 

Whether  the  Legiflature  of  Virginia  did  not,  on  the  ninth  day  of  June,  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  feventy-nine,  or  at  any  other,  and  what  time,  refolve  as  is  herein  before  in  fub- 
ftance  fet  forth  ;  and  that  a  copy  of  fuch  refolutions  may  be  produced,  and  left  with  the  proper 
officer  of  this  honorable  Court  for  the  infpedion  of  your  Orators  ? 

Whether  on  the  feven  teen  th  day  of  June,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-nine  or  at 
any  other,  and  what  time,  an  ad  of  the  General  Affembly  was  not  palled  as  herein  before  in  fub- 
ftance  fet  forth  ;  and  that  a  copy  of  the  fame  may  be  produced,  and  left  with  the  proper  officer 
of  this  honorable  Court  for  the  infpedion  of  your  Orators  ? 

Whether  the  lands  contained  within  the  faid  trad,  as  aforefaid  vetted  in  and  claimed  by  your 
Orators,  have  not  been  fold  and  granted,  or  patented  by  the  faid  Commonwealth  to  divers 
perfons,  at  the  rate  at  which  the  lands  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  were  ufually  fold,  or 
at  any  other,  and  what  rate;  and  whether  counties  have  not  been  ereded  in  the  faid  trad,  and 
hy  what  names,  and  courts  of  juftice  held;  and  whether  the  faid  Commonwealth  hath  not  levied 
taxes  thereon,  and  otherwife  drawn  great  profits  therefrom  ;  and  whether,  by  the  interference 
of  the  faid  Commonwealth,  and  the  faid  ads  and  refolutions,  particularly  the  faid  refolution  of 
the  Convention,  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-fix; 
and  the  faid  ad  of  the  Legiflature,  on  the  feventeenth  day  of  June,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 

and 
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and  feventy-nine,  your  Orators  have  not  been  prevented  from  difpofing  of  the  faid  lands  or  of 
great  part  thereof,  upon  very  beneficial  terms? 

Whether  notwithstanding  the  ill  fuccefs  of  all  the  former  endeavours  of  your  Orators  to  effect 
an  amicable  fettlement  with  the  faid  Commonwealth,  further  applications  were  not  made  to  the 
faid  Legiflature,  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  of  November,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
ninety,  and  the  feventeenth  day  of  October,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety-one,  by 
your  Orator,  George  Morgan,  on  behalf  of  your  other  Orators  and  himfelf,  as  herein  before  fet 
forth ;  and  whether  the  faid  Legiflature  did  not  refufe  to  hear  the  firft  of  the  faid  applications, 
and  after  having  received  the  laft,  did  not,  by  a  refolution  dated  the  tenth  day  of  November,  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety-one,  declare  as  before  recited  ? 

And  that  the  faid  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  may  be  adjudged  to  make  full  compenfation  to 
your  Orators  for  the  loffes  and  damages  fuftained  by  them,  and  thofe  under  whom  they  claim, 
by  reafon  of  their  unwarrantable  intrufion  into  your  Orators  faid  lands,  and  prohibiting  and  hin- 
dering of  your  Orators  from  felling  the  fame,  or  deriving  any  benefit  therefrom — 

And  to  the  end  that  your  Orators  may  have  fuch  further  and  other  relief  in  the  premifes  as  to 
this  Honorable  Court  fhall  feem  meet — 

MAY  IT  PLEASE  YOUR  HONORS  to  grant  unto  your  Orators,  a  Writ  of  Subpoena  to  be 
directed  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  thereby  commanding  the  faid  Commonwealth,  at  a 
certain  day,  and  under  a  pain  therein  to  be  limited,  to  be  and  appear  before  your  Honors  in  this 
Honorable  Court ;  and  then  and  there  full,  true,  direct  and  perfect  anfwer  make,  to  all  and  lin- 
gular the  premifes  ;  and  further  to  fland  to,  perform  and  abide,  fuch  further  order,  diieclionand 
decree  therein,  as  to  your  Honors  mall  feem  meet,  andy our  Orators  (hall  ever  pray. 

William  Lewis, 
William  Rawle* 
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(A) 

To   ALL   PEOPLE   TO  WHOM   THESE   PRESENTS   SHALL    COME,   GREETING, 

KNOW  YE,  That  we  Abraham  a  Mohawk  Chief,  Sennghois  an  Oneida  Chief,  Saquarifera  a 
Yufcarora  Chief,  Chenaugheata  Chief  of  the  Onondago  Council,  Tagaaia  a  Cayuga  Chief,  and 
Gauftarax  a  Seneca  Chief;  Chiefs  and  Sachems  of  the  Six  United  Nations,  and  being  and  effe&u- 
ally  reprefenting  all  the  Tribes  of  the  faid  Six  United  Nations,  send  greeting: 

WHEREAS  Robert  Callender,  David  Franks,  Jofeph  Simons,  Levy  Andrew  Levy,  Philip 
Boyle,  John  Baynton,  Samuel  Wharton,  George  Morgan,  Jofeph  Spear,  Thomas  Smallman, 
Samuel  Wharton,  adminiftrator  of  John  Welch,  deceafed;  Edmund  Moran,  Evan  Shelby, 
Samuel  Poftlethwaite,  John  Gibfon,  Richard  Winfton,  Dennis  Croghan,  William  Thompfon, 
Abraham  Mitchel,  James  Dundas,  Thomas  Dundas,  and  John  Ormlby ;  in  and  by  their  feveral 
and  refpedive  letters  or  powers  of  attorney,  duly  figned,  fealed,  and  delivered  by  them,  and 
now  produced,  interpreted  and  explained  to  us;  have  conftituted,  nominated,  and  appointed 
William  Trent  of  the  County  of  Cumberland  and  Province  of  Pennfylvania,  Merchant,  their 
lawful  Attorney  and  Agent,  to  alk,  folicit,  demand  and  receive  from  the  Sachems,  Councellors 
and  Warriors  of  the  faid  Six  United  Nations,  a  grant  of  a  tract  of  land,  as  a  compenfation,  fatis- 
faclion  or  retribution,  for  the  goods,  merchandize  and  effects  of  the  faid  William  Trent,  and  the 
traders  aforefaid,  which  the  Shawanefe,  Delaware  and  Huron  Tribes,  tributaries  of  the  faid  Six 
Nations,  (contrary  to  all  good  faith,  and  in  violation  of  their  repeated  promifes  of  fafety  and  pro- 
tection to  their  perfons,  fervants  and  effects,  whilft.  trading  in  their  country)  did,  in  the  fpring 
of  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  afid  fixty-three,  violently  feize  upon  and  unjuftly  ap- 
propriate to  their  own  ufe : 

And  whereas  we  are  now  convened  in  full  Council,  by  order  of  our  Father  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c.  at  Fort  Stanwix,  in  the  Province  of 
New-York,  in  order  to  agree  for,  afcertain,  and  finally  fix  and  fettle  a  permanent  and  lafting 
boundary  line  between  the  hunting  country,  which  we,  at  the  conference  aforefaid,  (hall  and 
will  referve  for  ourfelves,  our  children,  and  our  tributaries  and  the  territories  of  the  faid  King  of 
Great-Britain : 

And  whereas  application  was  formerly  made  to  the  faid  Six  United  Nations  by  Sir  William 
Johnfon,  Baronet,  at  the  requifition  of  the  aforefaid  traders,  who  had  fuftained  and  fuffered  the 
Jofles  aforefaid,  for  a  retribution  for  the  fame,  which  the  faid  Six  United  Nations  promifed  and 
agreed  to,  whenfoever  he,  the  faid  Sir  William  Johnfon,  Baronet,  mould  be  impowered  by  his 
faid  Majefty,  the  King  of  Great-Britain,  to  eftablifh  the  boundary  line  aforefaid  : 

And  whereas  the  faid  Sir  William  Johnfon,  Baronet,  has  now,  at  this  prefent  Congrefs,  re- 
minded the  faid  Six  United  Nations  of  their  faid  promife  :  and  at  the  earner!  defire  of  the  afore- 
faid traders,  by  their  faid  attorney,  ftrongly  recommended  to  the  faid  Six  United  Nations,  to 
make  them  a  reftitution,  by  a  grant  of  a  trad  of  land  to  his  faid  Majefty  the  King  of  Great-Britain, 
his  heirs  and  fucceffors,  to  and  for  the  only  ufe,  benefit  and  behoof  of  the  faid  William  Trent, 
in  his  own  right,  and  as  attorney  as  aforefaid ;  all  which  the  faid  Six  United  Nations  having  taken 
into  their  confi deration,  and  being  heartily  difpofed  to  agree  thereunto,  as  an  inftance  of  their 
juftice  and  concern  for  the  faid  lofles,  do  therefore  by  thefe  prefents  fignify,  publifh,  and  declare, 
.that  notwithftanding  the  grant  and  gift  hereby  made  and  given  by  them  unto  his  faid  Majefty  the 
King  of  Great-Britain,  and  fo  forth  (to  and  for  the  only  ufe,  benefit  and  behoof  of  the  faid  Willi- 
am Trent,  in  hib  own  right,  and  as  attorney  as  aforefaid)  will  be  included  within  the  cefTion,  fale 
and  boundary  line,  which  the  faid  Six  United  Nations  fhall  and  will  make,  fell  and  grant  to  the 
faid  King  of  Great-Britain,  at  the  conference  aforefaid,  now  holden  at  Fort  Stanwix  aforefaid, 

by  the  laid  Sir  William  Johnfon,  Baronet : 
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Yet  neverthelefs  the  faid  Six  United  Nations  have  neither  afked,  demanded,  nor  received  from 
him  the  faid  Sir  William  Johnfon,  Baronet,  nor  from  any  other  perfon  or  perfons,  in  behalf  of 
the  faid  King  of  Great-Britain,  any  confideration  for  the  hereby  given  and  granted  premifes  ; 
neither  (hall  nor  will  the  faid  Six  United  Nations,  nor  their  heirs  nor  defendants,  (and  by 
thefe  prefents,  they  the  faid  Six  United  Nations,  wholly  and  entirely  interdict  and  prohibit  them 
from  fo  doing)  demand  nor  receive  from  the  faid  King  of  Great-Brtiain,  nor  from  his  fucceffors, 
nor  from  his  or  their  Minifters  or  fervants,  any  confideration  whatfoever,  or  howfoever,  for  the 
hereby  granted,  bargained,  or  now  given  premifes,  or  any  part,  purpart,  or  parcel  thereof,  the 
fame  being  their  own  voluntary  act  and  deed,  folely  and  bona  fide  defigned  and  intended  by 
them  as  a  compenfation,  fatisfadion  and  retribution  for  the  loffes  fuftained  by  the  faid  William 
Trent,  and  the  Indian  traders  aforefaid,  by  the  depredations  of  the  Shawanefe,  Delaware,  and 
Huron  Tribes  of  Indians  aforefaid,  in  the  aforefaid  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixty-three: 

NOW  THIS  INDENTURE  WITNESSETH,  That  we  the  faid  Abraham,  Sennghois,  Saquarifera, 
Chenaugheata,  Tagaaia,  and  Gauftarax,  (Chiefs  and  Sachems  of  the  faid  Six  United  Nations, 
and  being  and  effectually  as  aforefaid  reprefenting  all  the  tribes  of  the  Six  United  Nations)  for 
and  in  confideration  of  the  fum  of  eighty-five  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fixteen  pounds,  ten 
millings  and  eight-pence,  lawful  money  of  the  province  of  New-York;  the  fame  being  the 
amount  of  the  goods  and  merchandize,  Which  were  unjuffly  feized  and  taken,  as  aforefaid,r  by 
the  Shawanefe,  Delaware  and  Huron  tribes  of  Indians  aforefaid,  from  the  faid  William  Trent, 
Robert  Callender,  David  Franks,  Jofeph  Simons,  Levy  Andrew  Levy,  Philip  Boyle,  John 
Baynton,  Samuel  Wharton,  George  Morgan,  Jofeph  Spear,  Thomas  Smallman,  Samuel  Wharton, 
adminiftrator  of  John  Welch,  deceafed ;  Edmund  Moran,  Evan  Shelby,  Samuel  Poftlethwaite, 
John  Gibfon,  Richard  Winfton,  Dennis  Croghan,  Wil'iam  Thompfon,  Abraham  Mitchel,  James 
Dundas,  Thomas  Dundas  and  John  Ormiby,  in  the  aforefaid  year  of  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  fixty-three,  whereof  juft  and  fair  accounts  have,  on  oath  and  affirmation,  been  produced, 
interpreted,  and  explained  to  us ;  and  which,  at  our  defire,  are  now  lodged  and  depofited  with 
the  faid  Sir  William  Johnfon,  Baronet;  and  for  and  in  confideration  of  the  fum  of  five  millings, 
lawful  money  aforefaid,  to  us  in  hand  paid  by  the  faid  William  Trent,  the  receipt  whereof  we 
do  hereby  acknowledge,  do  give,  grant,  bargain,  and  fell  unto  his  faid  Majefty,  his  heirs  and 
fucceffors,  to  and  for  the  only  ufe,  benefit  and  behoof  of  the  faid  William  Trent,  in  his  own 
right,  and  as  attorney  aforefaid,  all  that  tractor  parcel  of  land,  beginning  at  the  foutherly  fide 
of  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Kenhawa  Creek,  where  it  empties  itfelf  into  the  River  Ohio,  and 
running  from  thence  fouth  eaft  to  the  Laurel  Hill ;  thence  along  the  Laurel  Hill  until  it  firikes  the 
River  Monongahela,  according  to  the  feveral  courfes  thereof,  to  the  fouthern  boundary  line  of 
the  Province  of  Pennfylvania ;  thence  wefterly,  along  the  courfe  of  the  faid  Province  boundary 
line,  as  far  as  the  fame  fhall  extend,  and  from  thence  by  the  fame  courfe  to  the  river  Ohio  ; 
thence  down  the  faid  river  Ohio,  according  to  the  feveral  courfes  thereof,  to  the  place  of  begin- 
ning, together  with  all  and  fingular  the  trees,  woods,  underwoods,  mines,  minerals,  ores,  waters, 
water  courfes,  fijhings,  fowlings,  huntings,  profits,  commodities,  advantages,  rights,  liberties,  privi- 
leges, hereditaments,  and  appurtenances  whatfoever,  to  the  faid  tract  or  parcel  of  land  belonging, 
or  in  any  ways  appertaining  ;  or  which  now  are,  or  formerly  have  been  accepted,  reputed,  taken, 
known,  ufed,  occupied  or  enjoyed,  to  or  with  the  fame,  or  as  part,  parcel  or  member  thereof,  and 
the  reverfion  and  reversions,  remainder  and  remainders,  rents,  iffues,  and  profits,  of  all  and  fin- 
gular the  faid  premifes  above  mentioned,  and  every  part  or  parcel  thereof,  with  the  appurtenances  : 
And  alfo  all  the  effate,  right,  title,  intereff,  property,  claim  and  demand  whatfoever,  whether 
native,  legal  or  equitable,  of  us  the  faid  Indians,  and  each  and  every  of  us,  and  of  all  and  every 
other  perfon  and  perfons  whatfoever,  of  or  belonging  to  the  faid  nations,  of,  in,  to  and  out  of, 

all 
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all  and  fingular  the  premifes'  above  mentioned,  and  of,  in,  to  and  out  of,  every 
part  and  parcel  thereof,  with  the  appurtenances ;  to  have  and  to  hoJd,  all  and  fmguJar  the 
faid  tract,  parcel  and  parcels  of  land,  given,  granted,  and  bargained  premifes,  with  their 
appurtenances  unto  his  faid  Majefty  King  George  the  Third,  his  heirs  and  fuccefifors,  but  to  and 
for  the  only  ufe,  benefit  and  behoof  of  the  faid  William  Trent  in  his  own  right,  and  as  attorney 
aforefaid,  his  heirs  and  affigns  for  ever :  And  the  faid  Abraham,  Sennghois,  Saquarifera, 
Chenaugheata,  Tagaaia,  and  Gauftarax,  for  themfelves,  and  for  the  Six  United  Nations,  and 
all  and  every  other  nation  and  nations,  tribes,  tributaries  and  dependants  on  the  faid  Six  United 
Nations,  and  their,  and  every  of  their  pofterities,  the  faid  tract  and  parcel  of  land  and  premifes, 
and  every  part  thereof,  againfl:  them  the  faid  Abraham,  Sennghois,  Saquarifera,  Chenaugheata, 
Tagaaia,  and  Gauftarax,  and  againft  the  faid  Six  United  Nations,  and  their  tributaries  and 
dependants,  and  all  and  every  of  their  pofterities,  to  his  faid  Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceffors, 
but  to  and  for  theonly  ufe,  benefit,  and  behoof  of  the  faid  William  Trent  in  his  own  right,  and  as 
attorney  aforefaid,  his  heirs  and  affigns,  fhall  and  will  warrant  and  for  ever  defend  by  thefe  prefents. 
In  witness  whereof,  We  the  faid  Chiefs  and  Sachems,  in  behalf  of  ourfelves  reflectively, 
and  in  behalf  of  the  whole  Six  United  Nations  aforefaid,  have  hereunto  fet  our  hands  and  feals, 
in  the  prefence  of  the  perfons  fubfcribing  as  witneffes  hereunto,  at  a  Congrefs  held  at  Fort 
Stanwix  aforefaid,  this  third  day  of  November,  in  the  ninth  year  of  his  Majefty's  reign,  and  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixty-eight. 


Abraham  or  Tyahanefera,  (L.  S.)  Chief  of  the  Mo- 
hawks— A  Steel,  the  mark  of  his  nation. 

William  or  Sennghois,  (L.S.)  Chief  of  the  Oneidas 
— A  Stone,  the  mark  of  his  nation. 

Hendrick  or  Saquarifera,  (L.  S.)  Chief  of  the  Tuf- 
cororas — A  Crofs,  the  mark  of  his  nation. 

Bunt  or  Chenaugheata,  (L.  S.)  Chief  of  the  Onon- 
dagoes — A  Mountain,the  mark  of  his  nation. 

Tagaaia,  (L.  S.)  Chief  of  the  Cayugas— A  Pipe, 
the  mark  of  his  nation. 

Gauftarax,  (L.  S.)  Chief  of  the  Senecas — A  High 
Hill,  the  mark  of  his  nation. 


Sealed  and  Delivered  in  the  prefence  us,  $* 

William  Franklin,  Governor  of  New-Jerfey. 

Frederick  Smith,  Chief  J u Mice  of  New-Jerfey. 

Thomas  Walker,  Commifnoner  for  Virginia. 

Richard  Peters,      -j     of  the  Council  of 

James  Tilgbman,  J        Pennfylvania. 

John  Skinner,  Captain  in  the  70th  Regiment. 

Jofeph-Chew,  of  Connecticut. 

John  Weatherhead,  of  New- York. 

John  Walker,  of  Virginia.    \ 

E.  Fitch,  of  Connecticut. 

Thomas  Walker,  jun.  of  Virginia. 

John  Buder,  Interpreter  for  the  Crown. 

On  the  7thday4ay  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixtjr- 
nine,  beforerne  Ifaac  Jones,  Efquire,  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  came  the  Reverend  Richard 
Peters,  Reftor  of  the  two  United  Churches  of  Chrift  Church  and  St.  Peters  in  Philadelphia,  one 
of  the  fubfcribing  witneffes  to  the  within  written  deed,  and  made  oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelifts  of 
Almighty  God,  that  he  was  prefent,  and  did  fee  the  within  named  Abraham,  or  Tyahanefera,  a 
Chief  of  the Mohawks;  William,  or  Sennghois,  a  Chief  of  the  Oneidas;  Hendrick,  or  Saquarifera, 
a  Chief  of  the  Tufcororas  ;  Bunt,  or  Chenaugheata,  a  Chief  of  the  Onondagoes ;  Tagaaia,  a  Chief 
of  the  Cayugas  ;  and  Gauftarax,  a  Chief  of  the  Senecas,  make  the  feveral  marks  in  the  within 
written  deed,  againfl  their  refpedtive  names  placed,  as  the  particular  mark  of  each  nation  ;  and 
did  alfo  fee  the  faid  Abraham  or  Tyahanefera ;  William  or  Sennghois ;  Hendrick  or  Saquarifera ; 
Bunt  or  Chenaugheata  ;  Tagaaia,  and  Gauftarax,  reflectively,  feal,  and  as  their  act  and  deed 
deliver  in  behalf  of  themfelves  and  the  feveral  nations,  which  they  effectually  repiefented,  the 
within  written  deed  poll  ;  and  that  the  name  Richard  Peters /ubfcribed  thereto,  as  a  witnefs  of 
the  fame,  is  of  his  own  hand  writing  :  And  alfo  that  the  faid  Richard  Peters  faw  William  Frank- 
lin, Governor  of  New- Jerfey ;  Frederick  Smith,  Chief  Juftice  of  New-Jerfey  ;  Thomas  Walker, 

Com- 
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Commiflioner  for  Virginia;  James  Tilghman,  of  the  Council  of  Pennfylvania  ;  John  Skinner, 
Captain  in  the  70  th  regiment;  Jofeph  Chew  of  Connecticut ;  John  Walker  of  Virginia  ;  E. 
Fitch  of  Connecticut ;  Thomas  Walker,  junior,  of  Virginia,  and  John  Butler,  Interpreter  for 
the  Crown  ;  fubfcribe  their  names  as  witnefTes,  likewife,  to  the  figning,  fealing  and  delivery  of 
the  within  written  deed  poll. 

WITNESS  my  hand  and  feal  the  day  and  year  aforefaid, 

IJaac  Jones,         (l.  s.) 


(B) 

A  SCHEDULE  of  the  mares  and  rateable  proportions  and  purparts  of  and  in  that  certain  Tract: 

of  Land  called  INDIANA,  viz. 

Amount  ofhjjesy  Pennfyl- 

■    Proprietors  Names.  ■    „ 

r  vania  Currency. 


William  Trent,  —  —  —  £.7147 

Robert  Callender,                —                —                —  8651 

David  Franks,              —            —            —                —  5730 

Jofeph  Simons,                  —                —                —  4822 

Levy  Andrew  Levy,                —                —                —  3097 
The  faid  William  Trent,  David  Franks,  Jofeph  Simons 

and  Levy  Andrew  Levy  in  right  of  Philip  Boyle,  784 
Thomas  Smallman  and  George  Croghan,                —    1*>I\%~  1584 

John  Baynton's  Executors  and  Devifees,                —  8530 
Samuel  Wharton,                    —                —                —           16628 

George  Morgan,                  —                —               —  5400 

Samuel  Wharton,  Adminiftrator  of  John  Welch,          —  3000 

Edmund  Moran,  Evan  Shelby  and  Samuel  Pofllethwaite,  121 5 

JohnGibfon,                   —                 —                *-  1692 

Edward  Cole,                   —                   —               —  1208 

Dennis  Croghan,                —                —               —  430 

William  Thompfon,                 —                —                —  306 

Richard  Neave,                —                —                —  352 

James  Dundas,                  —                  —                  —  352 

John  Ormfby,                    —                —                —  1780 

William  Edgar,                —                  —                  —  546 

William  Franklin,                —               —                —  5399 

Jofeph  Galloway,                —                —                 —  1125 

Thomas  Wharton,                —               —                —  1125 


Number  of 
Shares. 

•  7H7 

•  8651 

•  573o 

■  4822 

•  3097 

■  784 
'  1584 

•  8530 

•  16628 

•  54°o 

•  3000 

•  1215 

■  1692 

-  1208 

•  43° 

■  30S 

•  352 

■  352 

•  1780 

-  546 
"  5399 

■  1125 

■  1125 


(C) 

AT  a  meeting  of  the  Proprietors  of  Indiana  at  the  Indian  Queen  tavern  in  Philadelphia,  the 
twentieth  day  of  March,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-fix, 

Refolvei,  That  George  Morgan  is  unanimoufly  appointed  Secretary  of  the  Land-office  and 
Receiver-General. 

(D.)    THE 
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(D) 

THE  Grantees  and  Proprietors  of  t"he  retribution  lands,  now  called  Indiana,  'herein  after  de- 
scribed, having  by  certain  deeds  and  articles  of  agreement,  fettled  and  afcertained  their  feveral 
and  refpective  mares  in  the  faid  trad  of  land  and  premifes,  and  agreed  upon  certain  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  fale  thereof;  and  having  for  that  purpofe  appointed  the  fubfcriber  George 
Morgan,  Secretary  and  Receiver-General  of  their  Land-office,  and  impowered  him  to  iffue 
"warrants  for  the  taking  up  of  lands,  to  receive  the  price  or  confideration  money,  and  to  grant 
patents  or  deeds  of  confirmation  of  the  fame — This,  therefore,  is  to  give  notice,  that  the  faid 
Proprietors  Land-office  wiil  be  opened  on  or  before  the  firfl  day  of  next  May  on  the  premifes, 
for  all  peribns  who  made  fettlements  and  improvements  before  the  firfl  day  of  January  lafl  pafl, 
within  any  part  of  that  tract  of  country,  beginning  at  the  foutherly  fide  of  the  mouth  of  Little 
Kenhawa  Creek,  where  it  empties  itfelf  into  the  river  Ohio,  and  running  from  thence  fouth-eaft 
to  the  Laurel  Hill ;  thence  along  the  Laurel  Hill  until  it  {hikes  the  River  Monongahela  ;  thence 
down  the  flream  of  the  faid  River  Monongahela,  according  to  the  feveral  courfes  thereof,  to  the 
fouthern  boundary  line  of  the  province  of  Pennfylvania  ;  thence  weflerly  along  the  courfe  of  the 
faid  province  boundary  line,  as  far  as  the  fame  fhall  extend,  and  from  thence  by  the  fame  courfe 
to  the  River  Ohio  ;  thence  down  the  faid  River  Ohio,  according  to  the  feveral  courfes  thereof, 
to  the  place  of  beginning — And  the  faid  office  will  continue  open  until  the  firfl  day  of  January 
next ;  within  which  time  all  fuch  fettlers  may,  on  application  to  the  Land-office,  have  warrants 
for  any  quantity  of  land  not  exceeding  four  hundred  acres,  with  the  allowance  of  fix  per  cent,  for 
roads  and  highways,  at  the  rate  of  fifty  Spanifh  milled  dollars,  weighing  feventeen  pennyweights 
and  fix  grains  each,  or  the  value  thereof  in  current  money  of  any  of  the  neighbouring  colonies, 
for  every  one  hundred  acres,  and  the  allowance,  without  referving  any  quit-rent  to  them  the 
faid  Proprietors.  The  purchaie  money  to  be  paid  immediately  after  the  return  of  the  furvey,  or 
a  bond  and  mortgage  on  the  premifes  to  be  given  to  the  Proprietors  for  fecuring  the  payment 
thereof,  with  interefl  at  five  per  cent. 

The  actual  fettlers  being  thus  firfl  fecured  in  their  poffeffions,  the  unfettled  lands  will  all  be 
furveyed  into  lots  of  four  hundred  acres  each,  for  the  Proprietors,  and  the  terms  on  which  they 
will  be  fold,  made  public 

April  i,  1776.  GEORGE  MORGAN. 

The  fettlers  of  Indiana,  and  others,  may,  on  application  to  Mr.  Morgan,  view  and  examine 
the  title  deeds  of  the  Proprietors,  and  be  furnifhed  with  attefled  copies  of  the  Indian  grants  to  them. 


(E) 
To  the  honor abie  the  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 

ASSEMBLED. 

The  MEMORIAL  of  the  Proprietors  of  a  Tract  of  Land  called  Indiana, 
Humbly  sheweth, 
THAT  in  the  year  1763  the  Shawanefe,  Delaware  and  Huron  Tribes  of  Indians,  then  depen- 
dants and  tributaries  of  the  Six  United  Nations,  contrary  to  the  faith  of  treaties,  and  in  violation 
■of  their  repeated  promifes  of  protection  to  the  perfons,  fervants  and  effects  of  fuch  traders  as 
fliould  fupply  them  in  their  own  country  with  merchandize,  did  without  the  leafl  caufe  mofl  un- 
juftly  and  violently  feize  upon  and  appropriate  to  their  own  ufe  the  merchandize  and  effects  of 
feveral  of  your  Memorialifls,  and  of  others  under  whom  your  Memorialifls  legally  claim. 

That  at  a  conference  held  at  Johnfon  Hall  with  the  Six  United  Nations,  May  2,  1765,  Sir 
William  Johnfon,  Superintendant  of  Indian  Affairs,  reprefented  to  the  faid  nations  "  the  treach- 

F  erous 
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crous  and  cruel  part  aded  by  fome  of  their  people,  in  plundering  a  number  of  traders  at  Logs- 
town  and  upon  the  Ohio,  who  were  fupplying  them  with  goods  (as  aforefaid)  and  in  behalf  of 
the  faid  traders,  he  required,  that  as  fome  compenfation  for  their  lofTes  a  grant  might  be 
made  to  them  of  a  trad  of  land  ;  which  requifition  the  Six  Nations  promifed  to  take  into  their 
confideration,  and  to  do  therein  what  fhould  be  reafonable,  and  hoped  thereby  to  render 
themfelves  more  regarded  by  the  Englifh" — And  towards  the  conclufion  of  the  conference, 
May  the  6th,  they  proceeded  further,  "  and  promifed  that  the  requeft  of  the  traders  mould  be 
complied  with,  and  that  they  would  give  them  fome  land  near  Fort-Pitt" — That  after  four  years 
deliberation,  viz.  on  the  third  day  of  November,  1768,  at  a  General  Congrefs  with  the  Six 
Nations  and  other  Indians  held  at  Fort  Stanwix,  in  confideration  of  the  fum  of  eighty-five  thou- 
fand  nine  hundred  and  fixteen  pounds,  ten  (hillings  and  eight-pence,  the  amount  of  the  value 
of  the  damages  fuftained  by  the  traders,  for  which  the  moft  authentic  documents  were  produced, 
and  the  juftice  of  them  allowed,  the  faid  Six  United  and  independent  Nations,  the  true  and  abfo- 
lute  owners  and  proprietors  of  the  faid  trad  of  land  called  Indiana,  did  grant  to  the  faid  traders, 
as  a  retribution  for  their  damages  aforefaid,  all  the  faid  traddefcribed  as  follows,  viz.  V  beginning 
"  at  the  foutherly  fide  of  the  mouth  of  Little  Kenhawa  Creek,  where  it  empties  itfelf  into  the 
"  River  Ohio,  and  running  from  thence  fouth  eafl  to  the  Laurel  Hill ;  thence  along  the  Laurel 
"  Hill  until  it  ftrikes  the  River  Monongahela  ;  thence  down  the  ftream  of  the  faid  River  Mo- 
"  nongahela,  according  to  the  feveral  courfes  thereof,  to  the  fouthern  boundary  line  of  the  Pro- 
"  vinceof  Pennfylvania  ;  thence  wefterly  along  the  courfe  of  the  faid  Province  boundary  line  as 
"  far  as  the  fame  mail  extend,  and  from  thence  by  the  fame  courfe  to  the  River  Ohio ;  thence  down 
"  the  faid  River  Ohio,  according  to  the  feveral  courfes  thereof,  to  the  place  of  beginning" — That 
the  faid  grant  to  the  traders  was  made  the  very  bafis  of  the  treaty  at  Fort  Stanwix,  it  being  thought 
proper  to  begin  with  an  ad  of  juftice  to  diftreffed  fubjeds,  who  had  been  robbed  by  the  tributa- 
taries  of  the  faid  Six  Nations,  and  to  eftablifh  a  point  of  policy  among  favage  tribes,  which  might 
lefTen  or  prevent  future  robberies,  by  compelling  retribution  ;  and  therefore  the  deed  to  the 
traders  was  executed,  and  bears  date  prior  to  thofe  other  folemn  deeds  or  grants,  by  which  the 
faid  Six  Nations  at  the  faid  treaty  ceded  a  large  territory  to  the  ufe  of  thefe  States,  together  with 
a  clear  and  explicit  boundary  of  at  Ieaft  one  thoufand  miles  ;  the  advantages  and  validity  of  the 
treaty  having  been  recognized  by  all  thefe  States,  and  by  Virginia  in  particular,  in  her  Memorial 
of  1769,  as  well  as  in  public  treaty,  fince  the  independence  of  thefe  States. 

That  the  faid  trad  of  land  being  thus  obtained  for  fo  valuable  a  confideration,  and  with  every 
circumftance  of  notoriety  and  authority,  that  can  give  validity  to  any  grant,  was  afterwards  (as  be- 
ing included  within  the  bounds  of  a  larger  trad  of  land  called  Vandalia)  by  an  order  of  the  King 
of  Great-Britain  in  Council,  before  the  declaration  of  the  independency  of  thefe  States,  feparated 
from  the  dominion  which  in  right  of  the  Crown,  Virginia  claimed  over  it;  and  notification 
was  given  to  the  faid  Six  Nations  that  the  faid  trad  of  Vandalia,  including  Indiana  aforefaid,  was 
to  be  ereded  into  a  feparate  government,  under  the  fovereignty  of  the  faid  King  of  Great-Bri- 
tain ;  and  therefore  your  Memorialifts  are  advifed  that  the  faid  trad  of  country  cannot  remain 
now  fubjed  to  the  jurifdidion  of  Virginia,  or  of  any  particular  State,  but  of  the  whole  United 
States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  in  whom  the  fovereignty  is  now  veiled. 

That  your  Memorialifts  find  themfelves  obliged  to  reprefent  with  regret,  that  fome  late  ads  of 
the  State  of  Virginia,  direding  the  fale  of  the  lands  in  queftion  to  commence  in  Odober  next, 
for  the  particular  benefit  of  that  State,  feem  intended  to  prevent  and  defeat  the  interpofition  of 
Congrefs,  on  a  matter  of  the  utmoft  national  confequence  to  all  thefe  ftates,  and  appear  fubverfive 
of  every  rule  of  juftice  in  the  determination  either  of  private  or  public  property,  for  the  following 
among  other  reafons : 

Firflr. 
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Firft.  Becaufe  your  Memorialifts  apprehend  that  the  order  of  Council  above  referred  to,  was 
a  fuffident  feparation  of  the  lands  in  queftion  from  the  jurifdiction  of  Virginia,  who  could  only 
claim  the  fame  under  the  Crown  ;  and  that  if  any  doubt  could  arife  thereon,  the  United  States, 
as  fucceffors  to  the  fovereignty,  are  the  only  judges;  but  that  Virginia  has  conftituted  herfelf  a 
a  judge  in  her  own  caufe,  and  for  her  own  emolument,  begun  to  feize  and  fet  up  for  fale  the 
property  of  the  faid  diftreffed  traders  and  their  families,  fo  fairly  obtained,  and  for  fb  great  a 
confideration. 

Secondly.  Becaufe  the  faid  proceedings  of  Virginia  feem  to  invalidate  a  folemn  treaty  made 
with  independent  Indian  Nations,  and  fully  recognized  by  all  thofe  States,  as  of  the  greateft 
national  advantage,  the  bafis  of  which  as  before  mentioned  was  an  act  of  juftice  to  the  faid 
traders.  And  it  is  to  be  hoped,  the  wifdom,  policy  and  juftice  of  thefe  States  will  never  fuffer 
fuch  a  fpectacle  to  be  exhibited  to  the  world,  as  a  "  heathen  people  feeking  to  do  a  deliberate 
"  and  folemn  ad  of  juftice,  while  a  chriflian  State  ftrives  to  prevent  them  :"  Nor  let  it  once  be 
made  a  queftion  whether  fovereign  and  free  Indian  Nations  may  not  recompence  an  injury  or 
fatisfy  a  debt  by  a  fale  of  part  of  their  own  lands  ;  but  that  the  debt  and  injury  are  both  to  be 
raifed  againft  them  at  a  future  day. 

Your  Memorialifts  therefore  pray  this  honorable  Houfe  to  take  their  diftreffed  cafe  into  fpeedy 
confideration,  and  that  fuch  order  may  be  directed  thereon,  as  in  your  wifdom  you  may  think 
proper  to  flay  Virginia  in  the  fale  of  the  lands  in  queftion,  till  Virginia  as  well  as  your  Memoria- 
lifts can  be  heard  before  your  honorable  Houfe,  and  the  whole  rights  of  a  tract  of  land  called 
Vandalia,  of  which  Indiana  is  part,  fhall  be  afcertained  in  fuch  manner,  as  may  tend  to  fupport 
the  fovereignty  of  the  United  States  and  the  juft  rights  of  individuals  therein.  And  your  Memo- 
xialifts  as  in  duty  bound  fhall  pray. 

.Signed  by  order  and  on  behalf  of  the  Proprietors, 
and  as  their  Agent, 

Philadelphia,  September  n,  1779.  GEORGE  MORGAN. 


(F) 

To  the  honorable  the  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 

ASSEMBLED. 

The  MEMORIAL  of  the  Proprietors  of  a  Tract  of  Land  called  Indiana, 
Respectfully  sheweth, 
THAT  the  right  which  your  Memorialifts  conceive  to  be  vefted  in  them,  to  the  before  menti- 
oned tract  of  land,  has  already  been  reprefented  to  this  Honorable  Houfe. 

That  your  Memorialifts  are  willing  and  anxious  to  have  the  queftion,  refpecting  the  property 
of  the  faid  trad  of  land,  decided  by  Congrefs,  by  whom  alone,  it  is  prefumed,  a  proper  and 
competent  decifion  can  be  made. 

Your  Memorialifts  therefore  beg  leave  to  folicit  this  Honorable  Houfe,  to  appoint  a  day  for 
hearing  the  parties  interefted  in  this  queftion,  fo  that  it  may  be  fully  explained  and  confidered, 
and  a  juft  and  impartial  determination  of  it  may  be  obtained,  as  fpeedily  as  the  nature  and  circum- 
fiances  of  the  cafe,  and  the  fituation  of  public  affairs  will  admit. 

Signed  GEORGE  MORGAN,  Agent  for  the  Indiana  Proprietors, 

and  by  their  order. 
Philadelphia,  November  30,  1780. 

(G)    IN 
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(G) 
IN  CONGRESS,     May  1,     1782. 

THE  Committee  to  whom  the  ceffions  of  New-York,  Virginia,  Connecticut,  the  petitions  of 
the  Indiana,  Vandalia,  Illionois  and  Wabafh  Companies  were  referred,  do  report,  that  having 
had  a  meeting  with  the  Agents  on  the  part  of  New-York,  Connecticut  and  Virginia,  the  Agents 
for  New- York  and  Connecticut  laid  before  your  Committee  their  feveral  claims  to  the  lands  faid 
to  be  contained  in  their  feveral  States,  together  with  vouchers  to  fupport  the  fame ;  but  the  Dele- 
gates, on  the  part  of  Virginia,  declining  any  elucidation  of  their  claim,  either  to  the  lands  ceded  in 
the  act  referred  to  your  committee,  or  the  lands  requefted  to  be  guaranteed  to  the  faid  State  by 
Congrefs,  delivered  to  your  committee  the  written  paper  hereto  annexed  and  numbered  twenty — ■ 
That  your  committee  have  carefully  examined  all  the  vouchers  laid  before  them,  and  obtained 
all  the  information  into  the  ftate  of  the  lands  mentioned  in  the  feveral  ceffions  aforefaid;  and 
having  maturely  confidered  the  fame,  are  unanimously  of  opinion,  and  do  report  the  following 
refolutions — 

Refolved,  That  Congrefs  cannot  confiftent  with  the  intereft  of  the  United  States,  the  duty  they 
owe  to  their  conftituents,  or  the  rights  neceffarily  inverted  in  them,  as  the  fovereign  power  of  the 
United  States,  accept  of  the  ceffion  propofed  to  be  made  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  or  guarantee 
the  tract  of  country  claimed  by  them  in  their  act  of  ceflion,  referred  to  your  Committee. 

For  that  it  appeared  that  a  large  trad  of  faid  lands  hath  been  legally  and  equitably  fold  and  con- 
veyed away  under  the  government  of  Great-Britain,  before  the  declaration  of  independence  by 
perfons  claiming  the  abfolute  property  thereof. 

Your  Committee  further  report,  that  they  have  had  a  conference  with  the  Agents  for  the 
feveral  petitioners,  calling  themfelves  the  Indiana,  Vandalia,  Illionois  and  Wabafh  Companies, 
and  alfo  of  Colonel  Croghan,  and  have  feen  and  carefully  examined  their  feveral  vouchers  and 
deeds  ;  to  which  conference  your  Committee  invited  the  Delegates  for  Connecticut,  New- York 
and  Virginia,  but  the  Delegates  for  Virginia  refufed  to  attend. 

On  the  whole  your  Committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  purchafes  of  Colonel  Croghan  and  the 
Indiana  Company  were  made  bona  fide  for  a  valuable  confideration,  according  to  the  then  ufage 
and  cuftom  of  purchafing  lands  from  the  Indians,  with  the  knowledge,  confentand  approbation 
of  the  Crown  of  Great-Britain,  the  then  governments  of  New-York  and  Virginia,  and  therefore 
do  recommend,  that  it  be 

Refolved,  That  if  the  faid  lands  are  finally  ceded  or  adjudged  to  the  United  States  in  point  of 
jurifdiction,  that  Congrefs  will  confirm  tofuchof  the  faid  purchafers,  who  are  and  fhall  be  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  or  either  of  them,  their  refpective  fnares  and  proportions  of  faid  lands, 
making  a  reafonable  deduction  for  the  value  of  the  quit-rents  referved  by  the  Crown  of  England. 


(H) 
An  ACCOUNT  of  the  Labor  andExpences  which  the  Indiana  Company  have  been  at  on  account 

of  their  Lands  in  Indiana. 
To  William  Trent's  labor  and  expences  in  collecting  the  accounts  and  powers  Dollars. 

of  attorney  from  thefuffering  traders,  from  1763  to  1768,  —  3000 

To  Samuel  Wharton's  ditto,  and  in  attending  the  Treaty  at  Fort  Stanwix,  in- 
cluding prefents  he  and  Mr.  Trent  made  the  Indians  —  3000 


Carried  forward,     Dollars     6000 
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Carried  forward,  Dollars      6000 
To  Samuel  Wharton's  and  William  Trent's  time  and  expences  to,  at,  and 
from  London,  where  they  went  under  the  idea  of  afking  and  obtaining  a 
confirmation  of  the  Indian  deed  from  the  Crown,  but  found  fuch  confirm- 
ation unneceflary,  each  2000  dollars  —  —  — ■  4000 
To  the  labor  and  expences  of  the  parties  meeting  at  Pittlburgh,  in  the  year  1775,  400 

To  ditto of  ditto  at  Carlifle,  —  —  400 

To  ditto of  ditto  at  Lancaster,  —  —  —  400 

To  ditto  ■'  of  ditto  at  Philadelphia,  -r»  —  400 

To  fundry  expenditures  of  the  Company  to  promote  the  arrangement  of  their 

intereft,  —  —  —  —  —  2733 

To  the  unremitted  attention  of  George  Morgan  from  the  year  1775  to  the 
prefent  day,  in  the  fervice  of  the  Company,  and  his  expences  and  labor 
16  years  in  going  to  the  Ohio,  in  his  attendance  on  Congrefs  at  various 
leflions  at  Philadelphia  and  Annapolis,  and  twice  on  the  Legiflatures  of 
Virginia  at  Richmond,  to  fupplicate  for  juftice  in  the  years  1790  and  1791,  5000 


a 


Total  Dollars        18333- 


SCHEDULE    (I) 


"Claimants* 

M.  William  Grayfon,  ") 
Charles  Grayfon, 
George  Grayfon, 
Hebe  Grayfon,         J 


Levy  Hollingfworth, 
Simon  Nathan, 


y 


Ifaac  Wharton, 
Richard  Wharton 
John  Todd,  jun.  and 
James  Todd, 
Sarah  Trent, 
Sam.&An.Raymond,  I 
Nathan&Mary  Beeks,  [ 
And  John  Trent,      J 


Perfons  under  whom  the 
Claim  is  made. 

under  William  Grayfon, 
who  purchased  of 
William  Trent. 


Title 


-Shares  or  Pro-     Numbers  *J 
portions  of       Shares  be- 
Shar-es.         longing  to  the 
original 
Holders. 


William  Trent. 


Aflignment  to  William 
Grayfon,  dated 
laft  Will  and  Teftament 
of  William  Grayfon, 
dated  de- 

vifing  to  the  Claimants 
hisihare  in  the  premifes. 

Aflignment  dated 


under  Barnard  Gratz,who   Affignment  dated 

purchafed  from  William 

Trent. 
William  Trent.  Aflignment  dated 

Laft  Willand  Teftament  of 
William  Trent,  William  Trent,  dated 

William  Trent,  as  well  for    Aflignment  from  John 


the  refidue  of  7147  the 
number  originally  held 
by  him,  as  of  280  he  had 
purchafed  from  John 
Qrmjby, 

G 


Ormlby   to    William 

Trent,  dated 

laft  will  and  teftament 

of    William    Trent, 

dated 


900 


300 
300 


300 
300 


5177        7427 


2d.  Frances 
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Claimants. 


Perfons  under  whom  the 
Claim  is  made. 


2d.  Frances  Reed, 

John  &  Eliza.  Andrews* 

Ifabella  M'Intire, 

William  &  Anne  Irwin,  1_  ,       u,  „     , 
r*'   *iwr     to,        r       ^Robert  Callender. 
Lreo.&MaryThomplon, 

Thos.&MarthaDuncan, 

Catharine  Callender, 

And  Robert  Callender, 


Title. 


Shares  ei-Pre-     Numbers  of 
portions  of         Starts  be- 
Shares.       longing  to  the 
criminal 
Holders. 


Lafl  will  and  teftament 
of  Robert   Callender, 
dated 


8651         8651 


3d.  David  Franks, 


4th.  Jofeph  Simons, 


5th.  Levy  Andrew  Levy, 


6th.  David  Franks, 
Jofeph  Simons, 
Levy  Andrew  Levy, 
And  Sarah  Trent, 
Samuel  Raymond,  & 
Ann  Raymond, 
Nathan  &MaryBeeks, 
And  John  Trent, 


>■  Philip  Boyle. 


V 


>  Thomas  Smallman. 


Original  grant  from  the         3097 
Six  Nations. 


3097 


Original  grant  from  the 
Six  Nations. 


7  th.  Thomas  Smallman, 

GeorgeWilliam  Provofl, 
Augufline  Provofl, 
James  Provofl, 
Henry  Provoft, 
Louifa  Provofl, 
Charlotte  Provoft, 
And  Sufanna  Provoft, 

children  of  Sufanm 

Provofl,  deceafed, 

8th.  EdwardPennington,^ 

Robert  Morris,  |    John  Baynton'  Samuel 

Jofeph  Galloway,  y      Wharton  and  George     Affignment;  dated 

And  William  Pollard,     j         Morgan. 
Surviving  Aflignees  of  J 


Original  grant  from  the 
Six  Nations. 


Affignment  to  George 
Croghan,  dated 

George  Croghan's  lafl  will 
and  teftament,    dated 


4822         4822 


Original  grant  from  the         3097 
Six  Nations. 


Affignment  to  David 
FranksJofephSimons, 
Levy  Andrew    Levy, 
and  William  Trent, 
dated 

Willam  Trent's  will  dated 


3097 


784    784 


774 


774    1548 


8530 

16628 

5400 

3°558 

6th.  Samuel 
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Claimants. 


Perfotts  under  whom  the 
Claim  is  made. 


\  John  Welch. 


Richard  Winfton. 


9th.  Samuel  Wharton, 

Adminiftratorofjohn 

Welch, 
Margaret  relict  of  John 

Welch, 
John  Welch, 
Jared  or  Gerard  Welch, 
Jofeph  Welch, 
Abraham  and  Ann 

Morrow, 
James  and  Mary  Prange, 
Margaret  Sturdivan, 
10th.  Edmund  Moran, 
nth.  Evan  Shelby, 
1  2th.SamuelPoftlethwaite, 
13th.  John  Gibfon, 
14th.  Edward  Cole, 
15th.   Heirs    of   Dennis 

Croghan,  names    un-     Dennis  Croghan. 

known, 
16th.  Catha.  Thompfon, 

widow,  and 
George  Thompfon, 
Robert  Thompfon, 

William  Thompfon,       y  William  Thompfon. 
George  and  Mary  Reed,  ; 
Galbraith  and  Catharine 

Patterfon, 
Juliana  Thompfon,  and 
Elizabeth  Thompfon, 
J 7th.  Richard  Neave,  Abraham  Mitchell. 


John  Dundas, 
Burnet  Dundas, 
Anna  Dundas, 
Henry  &ElizabethPratt, 
Frederic  William,  and 
Mary  Starman, 
Sarah  Eliza  Scriba, 


James  Dundas. 


Title. 


Shares  erPro-       Numbers  of 
portions  of  Shares  be- 

Shares.  longing  to  the 

original 
Holders, 


John  Welch  died  intef- 
tate,  and  the  names  in 
the  firft  column  are 
thofe  of  his  widow  and 
children,  or  the  huf. 
bands  of  his  children  ; 
SamuelWharton  being 
adminiftrator  and  a  cre- 
ditor of  John  Welch, 
his  name  is  ufed  in 
the  original  deed. 

From  No.  10  to  13  inclu- 
five  are  original  hold- 
ers under  the  grant 
from  the  Six  Nations. 

Aflignment,  -dated 

Dennis  Croghan  died  in- 
teftate, Edward  Cole  is 
his  principal  creditor. 


3000        3000 


405 

4°  5 

4°  5 

4°5 

4°  5 

4°5 

1692 

1692 

1208 

1 208 

43o 

43o 

Laft  will  and  teftament  of 

William  Thompfon,  306 

dated 


Aflignment  dated  $  Ja!f$/7/6'3  $z 
James  Dundas,  Thomas  Dun- 
das and  Abraham  Mitchel, 
were  jointly  interefted  and 
held  704  mares ;  James  and 
Thomas  Dundas  holding  one 
moiety,  Thomas,  it  is  faid, 
affigned  his  right  (which  af- 
lignment cannot  now  be  352 
found)  to  James  Dundas 
who  died  inteftate,  leaving 
fix  children,  whofe  names 
are  in  the  firft  column,  ex- 
cept Sarah  Scriba,  who  died 
inteftate,  leaving  Sarah  Eli- 
za Scriba,  her  only  child. 


306 


704 


1 8th  William 
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-Claimants. 


Per/on:  under  whom 
Claim  is  made. 


John  Ormfby. 


the 


Titles. 


Shares  erTrti' 

portions  of 

Shares. 


iSih.  William  Floyd, 
John  Stephen  Guenet, 
Jof.  Jacques  de  Pionerie, 
19th.  WilliamEdgar, 


20th.  W.TempleFranklin,  William  .Franklin. 


1 


21ft.  Jofeph  Galloway,       Ge°rge  Cw^m 


Owen  &  Mary  Jones 
And  William  Fifher,  i j 


::1 


22d.  Tench  Coxe, 
George  Morgan, 


23d.  Thomas  Payne, 


24th.  James  Wilfon, 


AMignment,  dated 
Affignment,  dated 
Aflignment,  dated 
Original  grant  from  the 

Six  Nations. 
Alignment,  dated 

from 
William  Franklin,  who, 
•though  not  named  in  the 
deed  from  the  Six  Nati- 
ons, was  originally  inte- 
refted  in  this  proportion, 
in  the  consideration,  for 
which  the  faid  deed  -was 
executed. 
Aflignment,.  dated 

from 
George  Croghan,  who, 
though  not  named  in  the 
deed  from  the  Six  Nati- 
ons, was  originally  inte- 
rested in  this  proportion, 
in  the  confiderntion  for 
which  the  faid  deed  was 
executed. 

Alfo  the  laft  will  and 
teftament  of  Thomas 
Wharton,  dated 

andofMar- 
.    tha   Wharton,    dated 

March  30th,  1788. 
A  deed,  dated 

executed  in 
purfuance  of  a  refolution 
of  the  Indiana  Company, 
dated  April  25th,  1782. 
A  deed,  dated 

executed  in 
purfuance  of  a  refolution 
of  the  Indiana  Company, 
dated  March  28,  1782. 
A  deed,  dated 

executed  -in 
.purfuance  of  a  refolution 
of  the  Indiana  Company, 
dated  December  27, 17  81. 


600 
300 
600 

546 


Numlers  x>f 

Shares 

behrifri'ig  t» 

\be  />,  iginal 

Haiders. 


I500 
54-6 


5399         5399 


ii2<; 


112= 


2250 


150 
150 


300 


300 


300 


300 


"** 
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